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'Layings on of Hands 

ASSERTED: 

A plain difcovery of the truth "Jl! 
thrrccf, under chofe feveral con- 
fideracioBs minded in the 
New "'^ftamcnt. 

I • VpoH perfimfcr healim^: jpith a Brief* 
difcoveryof th/tt Ordinance ofChrifii 2^ 
( to wit ) anomting with OUc. $ 

2. Vp0fffcrf§9fS(§ Office. ^ 

3 . VpoM Believers Baptiz,ea ^ di fuch : Jj 
aful that principle ofChriftsDoSbrine^ 
cleared^ for their obedience : fVith Olh 
jeUiem Anfwered f each particular^ 

To w hich is annexed, ^ 

A Confutation of four Chapters written by 
fonieperfon^ orperfons, in oppolitionto 
this principle of rhc Doftrinc of Chrift, (to ^^^ 
wit) laying on of hands upon believers Bap- * 
rlzcdj&s fuchiwhcrcin' the weaknefs.of their 
Rcafons againft the truth , is plainly dlico- 
vered, and the truth t'urthcr&irertcd> and ^ 
vindicntc d. SJ 

By V V I L L I A M K I D I: K 3 ^ 

Servant to the Church of Chrift. ^. 

Printed for the AWMm 9 and ai c to be fold by ^ 
K, Moent at the fcvcn Stars in Paul«» ^ 
Church- yard , neat t\\c ^xcaix. ^^ 

North door. i€^6. ^4^ 
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To all thofe in this Nation , 
or clfewhete , who upon 
the ProfeOion of their faith 
have been Baptized in the 
Name of the Cord Jefus, - 

MyBrethrenj 

Hotigh iny-Prjtyer unt» 
Cod itythntiehul have 
writtejii Tliiy uHto the 
ejlaUijhit^ifthftiifh' 
hfve slrfMj heiri oht" 
liieM i^yt 'itfito ycti ■/ 
rfc chirfij rf^ffrnieiul thUfelivping i^- 
■ourfe : titdrif ieiSin Kj Beciafi kiUb 
mre frimiMl) cimmi jou, itiritij^i 
iifcrvrrj if part df the mixde ifChrifs 
fu,farttfkefoandia\.i,n i^\s\s\trM'^ 
^ •> wow** 




iKi*ffs of tttiLora }tl»^n 
tgtuadimrntfi'.y'-' « *''*' 
^ckts, taJ.frifbetifr»i! 
kji diyd (%rijl, ^cordinz ti . 
Upmt hrinieuhji&fti^ 
8.1'oi mavm;^ 'fiiii 
lifrrvation if all things he m. 
ir}iiitrtihidifnC!3itcm&M to h\ 
^i ieiagfirtyetajes with hit 
tidDiJiipl's , { ttft" his^fM 
a which tine hgipx i<^' 
a^his.Apnltles , whtnlMw 
lidwtfffrtkixgKm th^jfil 
itttimg « the Ki»gdiiri*i^6 
1.3, 3. vetft .f '?«^>«^ 




upon that found^ion ^ the DoBrine of 
Chriji andhis jfpoBks 3 ufon which the 
firfi Churches vpere buiUy'^^hti. 2. 20. 
Hcb. 6. I. 

Confider^ God mthef^Ufi dayeshath 
fpoken unto tuhyhif Son^ Heb. 1.2. the 
Lordjeftn Cbrift if pur great DoBor^the 
Prophet whom MoCcsfpake ofy Ads 3 • 
21 f therefore we mufi learn of him ^ ne 
muft he4r him in all things ; Therefore 
knowp it is your duty to ie followers of 
God 3 according to your ProfeJ^ion in 
faftifrney and to jf8 in no way y hit what; 
Cwifi^ hath appointed fcr you yEven that 
way :i:rwhofe foundation is upon the lips of 
Chrifi^i which he alfphath appointed a' 
fotsndationfor M6 Uklutld upon. 

ffUh^ffore examne if you have laid 
your foundation ipith this Corner^fioney 
with Repentance- frf(m dead works^ faith 
towards God ^ the DoBrine of Bapttfm^Sy 
4nd laying on qf hands ythe RefurreBion cf 
the dead^and eternsil ^udgem(nt:iyhethet 
tb^fc ic the principles of yam R*(i|Uin^ 

: ' A /v ^^- 




flpb.iS.lj 'a'. Confider vehere'tn yon ire 
. idtfeRive in thefe principles : 'nrfjou not 
in Repfiitanct i I mfh I cmtd not charge 
ym herein ; y(t I mu^ t^llyouy the Hire 
if the Harlot if found aw ongB you , the 
burden of ivhichyour poor Brfthrfn have. 
long wour-nedufidtr^ undfu^eredfor. f 
kaoip it «■ not thepraSif^of aSd^you^ 
yet thofe that do it, if ere never to thif day 
difomned hy pa i O ! that yoit tpould- 
tberefore try your felves-' have you turned 
your felves [rem the vain tporjbiirs if the 
men of this World-, And from fucb who 
teach fcrDoBri/tetmfns traditions i are 
you according toyOitr PrtfeJ^ioa ofChrift 
i/iSapttf/^; dead h^e rudiment fcfthii 
fforld^ Co\,i.2o.i>f4ykmj)i'yitif\our 
duty, not only to ctea>.fe your fekifSp^oyfi 
Tertiphrd J but Sph^tital tklfifmentsy 
'7. Cor, 7. 1 . and us you are ftot to «3 
'any thing contrary to the La»ofpgh' 
teouf'iefs i/iyour Co/iTJcrf'stion^o to do «a- 
thingintheafDrjbip ofGod, hut hy rule : 
fey thai vMch ha^ .yreceejed from our 
'-■■'•■■■ ~ . h&i.. 



pffd pfusChriit^if the rule for Saints t$ 
wallt ij. Know thify that aU the miferj 
snd fin in the Wokd came in at this 
door^ viz. hybeatkningto Reafon y the 
wifdom of theflejh y againft thatvphicb 
Cod hath fpoken : it ^ mans deformity 
to walk according to his owninnjentiony 
sndatlafiy ( as experience doth teachy ) 
wis frtrue his own deflruBion. Surely 
Cod will j^ot indure to ke preferred by hu 
Creatures 5 noy it hath heenwickednef in 
thofe that barve done it y and God hath 
foundit ((uti htf he takes pleasure in them 
that "fear hiniy 4tnd teaches them inrhii 
r»ayes^(z.2 5 . r2 . iutwheA men change 
his hosH and Ordinances j ( althtfugh it 
proceeds from no wicked intent y yet it 
provokes him to Juc^enty as it did in 
XXtlZy I Chro. 1 5 .therefore learn to know 
the voyce ofChrifi -yfor his Sheep hear ity 
and they follow him . 

Tt hath been the work of Satan and his 
JnfirumentSy fuch whofrfididforfake 
ike right way y ^feomGodlg^a-ueuijuTXti 



TheEpiftI(? 



w-ong eielttjions to believe hes ^ heCAafe 
jjify recti', ed n(A the truth in the love 
wereofj to corrupt the Word of Gad, ana 
change his Lams , and tofet up their 
l^r dy the pofls of God , or rather in 
\eir jtead : and who knows not , thai 
mmws Chrij}, thai new all his endeavours 
T-tf to make voyd thcfe truths, aadtbe 
mght way of the Lord ; either in whole or 
ppart } tf he cannot keeypeople whcUy 
t hlindr,ef , he wiU labour to infnare 
Msem through pretended wayes of light, 
which if indeed dark nefs, O ! how doth 
^ now perfwade the poor foul s that either 



Dedicator]^!^ 

fordfd the Word of the Lord 5 md he alfo ^ 
ds careful of rejeBing An) thing that is 
his mil. 

And wherein he freaks untoyou^asyoft 
are Baptized believers^ know:^ i^ is your 
duty to be obedient^ to he followers of him y 
tojetfboulders to his work -^for unto that 
this day you are tailed^ that the founda- 
tion in Sion may again be laid^ the Walls 
of Jenifalem maybe again refaired^and 
tUn they that be ^ thee , fhall build the 
old waft e places y Ifai. 58.11. 

Let not the wifdome of man beguile 
you y ( whereby he labours y ) t^en anjf 
truth of God is difcoveredy to pervert itj 
pr to turn you ajide fromfoUowing of it : 
knowy this is Imt one ofSatans oldplots^ 
and deceitful workings i and marvel nt^ 
that he works ingoodmeninourdayesi 
for this is certain y that tfperfons diffent 
from tpith y fa far ^eyfervefor his de^ 
ftgny which if ahayes againft the truth^ 
mich is the Law. ofGody that which God 
path commanded { thvi/^ be wrw^jox vfw>ift«: 



The EpiMe " 

yophetofthe Lord, who told a lye in the 

Kametf the Lord y unto which the pang 

Wropket yei/ded^ co/Jtrary to tfhat Godhad 

mommandedhim, i King. 13.18 and 

Was defiroyed of a Lyon: know, he many 

'mes makes ufe of good men to carry on 

is dejign 5 therefore though you may 

tdge they are good men, thatfped^a- 

ainji a truth of the Lord ; let mtihit 

trnyott afide , knowing it is your duty to 

• 'a foUovper of him > in what he hath 

moken , that Sth relate to the worjhtp of 

mod 3 or your duty in your converfation^ 

'oth concern you , as you are belie- 




Chrifi taught 5 4W tf hereunto lelievert 
were obedient p A DoSriMy but not a pror* 
8ife ) fi^b words are corrupt : but let m 
kww thif 3 thafofar as Chrifi hath 
taught us y we ought to he obedient j a^d 
therefore let your obeAence he numifefi to 
allmen s ^or the Lord is at hand to give 
recompence unto you : and let not the op^ 
f option which truth meets withal ^ he a 
fiumhUngMock unto you. Tou way fee 
how faply confufion and etrouf take 
place upon the hearts of men 3 thif day. 
O , let truth have place upn your Souls ! 
Oy it grieves my Soul to fee y how eafily 
that wkich hath hut a colour orfhewof 
truth from the Scriptures stakes place mm 
the harts (fmen 3 and many Pr(fe£ors 
this day j and yet that which is real truthy 
hath latle entertainment in the fVorU. 
fvhat's the Reafon I was not this ahayes ; 
ifs too low^t's too meanyit's too plainiit if 
indeed without the wifchme of man i and 
therefore finds little entertainment On 
mongfi men. Alas^ piitJ^tJb^wV^tTivoav-i 



The Epiftb 

Yhat'i a little wMeri this if a poor thhg, 
\tha-S have as low an efieem of laying on 
\fha;ids ; hefide^, it's a riddle unto thim . 
Kuf God makes fooHfhfief the wifdome 
V'thif rvorld. 

J Butmwfomedofay^ Dida^efee thefe 
Wrdifsances to continue 3 wefhouldwil- 



' Arijher^ Do you think theScrthei 

^harijees rpouU not have made as 

•ge a PfcfefsioKas thir, when they re- 

M8fd the CoufffS of Godagain^them- 

mves, heing not Ba^ti^editxiVt 7.30.' 

yoa not thi/ik j that thofe who are 



DedicatoryJ 

hisyoaky and defpifed n^aifes ; andhefure^ 
yofifbaUiieM lofersbytt. 

T{ojv thetordhelpydu ^ you that have 

futw ChriftiyBavt^iveytoreadwhMl 

ha^e- written in wis hook jfkhoui.ffejur. 

dice ^ and with a heart. lifted up fp God 

for wifdome ^ to ^ direB iogi'^Soft^o{h 

trutk /^<^ ^f^'. Ahd^afihiiirtai^ 

which I do principally mind and drivea^ 

(jto wit) laying on of hands upon believers 

Baptized y asfuch^ may have the Spirit of 

God^ making of it forth unto your Souls ^ 

in the Reading ana C onfider at ion there^ 

ofi that fo you may he followers of God 

therein^ is the Prayer of him ^ who is wH"^ 

ling to ferveyou for truths fake : 

Wl I t I A M Rl »E R, 



iu pw4i» 1.13. fore^tl^ef iOLdenu^ 
^11. fottbekrtzdtbeiL p. $9. 1.$. fi>r 
hit. p. loo. L 5. for^4i/e9 read ffife. 
.7. for wikU, read lU p.i47.1«S. ior A 
tid'pnill$ afim. p.x$».l.i4i forim«] 
cad wMAffTc il9igfiiiA*P«X59.Li7« fo 

ilk V. 



(I) 



ADiSCOTSRY ;,'- 

OfL^ngspnofhAiiJsi accordingtotke 

wifiom of God given under the fe- ■ 

verai conRekratiom thereof, . 

mifided in ihe^ Nof 

Te^meta, -.[ 

>fc H E Scripture of the 
New Teftameni 
ipeaks of laying o^i 
of hands upon iuircc 
fevcrai accounts or 
cuds. 

Firft, upon Baptize! believers, a^ 
fuch; To the end they might receive 
the Spirit} whtchistbepromifeof 
God unto them, asi^a'f theS. and 

s. -OnMinifters J tothccnd they 
migbt be fepatatqi to t\«>NO^cfv^ 





Miniftry, ^Ss ^. ^a 13, 3. 1 71W.4. 
i*)5. ^^Sf^y-'y. - ' »';..- ''> 

3. On tfec fi!;i, fofhciitpgj.EO 
theend chcy might recover, as Mark 
16. 18. Aai2$. ZverJ. 
^I {hall, as the Lord ftiall help mcj 
fpcak fofflthing tb the two laft 
bricily, andrhtncothe firft Ifhall 
be more larg'e , it being the duty of 
all believers to fubmit uiuo,a[id that 
which is chiefly in my eye in this 
dircourfe, , , , _, 

Ftrft, of Vhc laying' on of hands 
for healing, it \tas a particular gift 
of faith , Which the Lor-d Jcfus did 
pfomift to give unto his people, as 
IS plain from j^jj"^ 16. iy, I'&verf. 
Thcfe fignes Ihall follow, them 
¥i,atbcHcvc; in my Name they (hall 
"c^ft out Dcvllsjth'cy fhallfpeak with 
Ww lorigu'cs; they fhall take up 
Serpents ; ' and if they drink any 
deadly thing, it fhall not hutt thcrti ; 
ihcy (hail la'y'hands on the ficki and 
'meyth^i recovtr ■, m 'w'rfLttvcmimc. 



(3) 
ration .of figns >-^^e findblsylhg 

on of harKls for hea&griyhiic^^ 

as tHei S piric of tfacrLbrd tcachfth us^ 

were given for thpfe who believed 

not> JiCw. 14. i2fV0rf^ 

, Butbthis pix)mife dF.healtng ,^ by 

laying on of hands >a$ we^misy ob- 

ferve>:the Lord made good upon 

many of his people , c as .Belii^\Bers in 

the, Church ot Cmmhy who* were 

pa:rtakers 6f this .^ft , which they 

were to go forth in the .praftifc 

thereof; accoixiing as the Apoftlc 

. fMl'Aidi^ jASs -a 8, 8 wff. yea as 

' Chrift : himfelf y MArk. 6.^ yvetf. 

Luk^ ^. /^overf>,'. . ..'.... 

. OijeS. iBiit riow! fome nay /fayi 

, Was' this praAifp to contii>iuc a^ 

; mongftbelievers ? t6 which t^e this 

I two-fold anfwer; 

j Firfk, If the gift bfe continyedjthat 

Ir iS) of healing ^ then this pra&ife y fco: 

i we cannot AA ^ unlefs we hkve' rcr 

. ceived« . . 

i. If any have or^ feaSi t«.€^^ 



(4) 

fccti-aigift of faith, they arc to gc 
trth in the prafl:ife thereof; for gift 
rcgiven to profit' withal, thgt is, fo 
Vie good of others, iCor.ii. jverj 
herefore it any one have receive* 
fcch agiftjheistobcupanddoing 

o admtniitcr the fame. 
^evj. Butfomeraayfay, Isthcti 

lo Oroinancej.that the Lord Jefii 

I^hrift hath left unto his people, t< 
Ivait upon him in for healing, incb 

imcofficknefs ? : 

Answer, Yes, and that ispraye 
^nd anoynting with Oile intb 
c of the Lord ; this is lett, asai 



C5) 
jjrayer- 6f faitb-ftiall ravd.tKfc ficfc, 

and the Ix>rd ftiftll taife him lip;:and 
if h0 have cormnktedfinsi itfaiy {hall 
be forgiverfhiitii c ^ • • ! - "" k-. ^ ^• 
fr&in whisne^ Wemay bbfetve, 
thttt' this ciiity lis^iBjdyned-tbyi the 
Apoftld 'Upon! thofe^'fh^t afeViidk : 
H^rdii the focil' oOghf to waicupoh 
Gddj 4hd in this W^y to bold upil^ 

Bbt Oh i m i^il ^{^ broSsiflbh in 
this our' day, <n^orun'toth6TOyft^ 
uSLhj'ba^ net to God} but^^Vvftic 

theL^ 




i6. ti'virf; thOHgh he vrrfi" in: 
much ttffliidfionvy&lieTotlightroof 
unto' the Lbrdj^iijE t^^h'ePbyfiiJ!^.^ 
'Ah4*is not thi* ih-e fen of ca^y 
Pftrfeflbrs in thisfeur 'dfty ?'' k that- 
Gc^ yikiM make «hdh< (^iUI^ 
th<!rtSf , awd makfe this wbMi^Ufe' 
tatfaein>t]jat they-iitebYV<>Q^T(:»:i^^>&:^ 



CO 

I iintoGod.j,tb4t.tl)ey may ext 
I more; fiith upontiira for heal 
I tbat if thcy;«4j^j]?ut with rb? 
I Woman, Mirk. 5,^,^527528,; 
I tDuch-dichcm of Ciirifts earn 
I ior tWreisimuuh vtnue ftiU^iji 1 
iaiijeiti Seme will fayjWsiea 
Ifterthifi.wayltOjc^ncinu? ;ifl 
I CiaurchofC^riit ap;ipim^;bcli^ 
limlefs we did fee- tjjgsfljja (iicri 
I lAiilt^/ifWXtMjmi^iii^f, 
lojinij? pf GoJ,; jj.ai whicb js 
ldftj»,n,y()urdu;y, by, thecf^ijbj 
liflay ri)n , yoijc. fcivcs ,iii!p;vo 



(7^ 
for thi6 jrcproves them wi^tl) J]i(%* 

mentS). us :y6u may firfe cIb the-44c|^ 

and 6 verfes\ and aiter by.fais icrinioc 

H^ggii J jekbotteth / duefii^ lAuo :the 

work>as inthie^ >U(?qf^ind ifiooudp* 

gech jtbem iuitb :ik^iiiitbe 113 ^sm^ 

fage^nkbvi;he ped(^ J^^te 

wjfh y6ii>:fai^n cbt liorEL: 'an(littiih^ 
fecond Chapter35 x^jcp^W(^^n^i6 
clbe . vranic'ithat; I ^ v^ith 

to myS^iiiciieoa^iiicdiinn^ 

fear ^jhEnwidG :- > \>ni\tii r '/ir o: ; [rin 



n^trwidi. JDclieyi^rs^tdiittt4m -oke 
Ceaicd^ot^ie blood o£iChrift,-.>pI 
then \x$kis{ kcod iof ^ueftiitailng ^bi^ 
&ithfi}liib^ in raaking>g(M)d'hii'f^N)^ 
ij^fe r.fiX2iiK wl^nce dddb. liiis^ 



ceedgotac Ipoking forliich and fuchidl^' 
fc;(Sk%lbuc indeed froQii qjut iinbdicf > 
not'beliwihg tb^promiTe ofGodT 
therefore tal g '■ Heed: -of judgiji^^lle • 



AS) 

toing ) you will make fhc way o| 
1 of no forceor weight for fouls 
Obedience. . 

2. How can. you fcetheeftcftd 
, you have never yet attained 
I nor believed? therefore I maj 

ay to yoUj as the Lord Jefus dii 
into the Jews, If ypu will do hii 
lyill , you fhall know of the Do- 

3. What efed have you fcen, oj 
he laying on of hands upon perfoni 
ooflice ? it. is true , us many write 
,nd do fay > laying on of hands is j 
Icfignition of a pcrfon or perfons to 

' i therefore they inftance Mofes 



(9) 
Gods wty 3 fo he meets with his 

people therein i^ and as in diat Ordi^ 

nance of laying ion of hands upon 

perfons to office y fo alfb in this of 

anointing with Ode. For his way es^ , 

are not in vain unto his people. . ! 

4. Thofe who have waited upok 

G<xl ih this Ordinance; have foiOnd 

the cflFefl: thereof 5 diey have met 

with God therein > they have' ftJEte 

ius iaithfulnefs^' Wfi pairtaker c^his' 

graise^ ]received healing> not ondy 

to their bodies , biit alio to their 

foub : this effed fooie poorfouls^ 

who M^alted upon God in tfiisf 

way, have been partakers of s (b that 

they* $reable to bear witnefs to this 

truth,; da^^lfo tofet to their feah» 

that God is true, a &ithful God > 

meetittg with thofe who wait upon 

him y. in his way :''dierefore I may 

fay c^ this truth of Chrift , as one^ 

may fay 'of the tiew Wine in thfi- 

cmaylfai. 6^.%^veff. Xk&XOj it 

,not^ for a bk0ii^ is itvit« 




not fo n 



5. We dp notfomuchmindeia 
our waiting ;upon God in this way, 
(0 fee an immediate work ofhea- 
ling ) which is that which tpo flaany 
4gat upon, and fo like ThomASy unlets 
iliey fee a fignjthcy will not fc^licvc, 
}iihfi 20, i^yiiacf^ ,7 . 

But wG ^Q.^iiiefly mind our duty, 
believing , t)i_at it (hall |iot be m 
vain our waiting upon hirxi therein, 
Co leaving thceffcdloficuntoGod, 
\yhp knows bcft when to give in 
mercyes to Unpeople. , 

.J>J<>w this a^y be matterpfinftDr- 
tn^lion, efpecially to tfeofe, who 
loofc «rpon Jayjngon of baflds for 
healing , to be the anoiDctog,with- 
Oile, fpoken of 'by the Apoftle 
j^ipes > that-.^cy arc 3nd vwatwo. 
diftii^ ihifigi it^ one being * par- 
t^Jar gift ^:the:Spifir, which a 
?^i>^- mig^trecelve of healing, iojr 
ig,e^^ly^yrhe laying on of Hands, 
H^. «hc Agpfllc P^ul did, ^^s %Z. 
Sj Wff. and njaay oihei? alfo. 



Tlieetfaeran pidinance of Cturift, 

whcreui the Miniftryof ~the Ciiurc^ 
wecc to z^ ,;.and that not by yenu^ 
of any ^rtit^laiigift;,^ biij:pf dieic 
miiiiiterJAl Q^cejjind.tl^crefQre {£utH 
the Apofifc, J-iOT. 5;. Xct him call fo^ 
^1 Ete'j 6£ the Cii^ch 7 andlet 
tncm pray over,hipj,^nointui2haa 
MrimOU^^'^jEh^Nara^g^thcLordj 
>fhq:ek'ti"fy 'ougfafaaMD'a^^^ 
api»intaif:nts,.to.loo^ iup unto the 
laxA foralidt^og, Ica^EJngthegl; 
ving, fortlb, of, iw grace ,(o me poor 

. z. By wHac hath bpen faid, k r^ 
proved the, ignprjtncc of .the pcopl^ 
of (^od tiusjiayj tjiat have been Ipi^ 
reading and leariyng.of wc Scrips 
ture, and yet are ignorant Qf,f|]iis 
command ; and likcwife thof^ that 
arc Teachers and Leaders of can: 
gregations", that know the will of 
God s yet walk not in the pradlTe 
thereof. It likeyvife reprovi.'s thofe 
congregations, that have for Come 



^y uicy fiugnc lee wncthcr or 

- Lord have not a t(jiiffOv« 
dithem, for their ncgfea, 
Hr oppofitiofl agaioft one ijHi 
; of his Do<arine , that wl: 
ifift tau^t,unto which belia 
behevers were obedient j wh 
I. great tranfgrefliQn, their n 
:ipg to hear Chrift m that fay 
Its, which is the laft panicqlai 
iiieon ofh^nds I have mind 
I inall indeavourin it's place 
Lords afliftanccj tomakefoi 
>you. : 



<I3) 

^gcondiyy Of hying ok of hands ufm 

;..'., -^ - ' -J 

THiS'Waslitewife«n Ordinance, 

or wayj of God ^ by.which thofe 
pcrfons who were caikd to ofiice; 
py the Chuirch of Cijrift wcre-fet 
aporc^ and^o indeed ^re to be iet; 
apart, as it wais th^ mgi^ife of the 
nrft Churches , and oi-diofe whq 
firft trufted-in Chrift , whofe feot- 
ileps we are tofoUowrin this way 
they went : kcjiSs 13-33 wz/J., Apa 
when th^ had failed and prayed^ 
and laid tneir h^nds on them^to wit> 
J^omI and ^arfMht^ they fent them 
away/ 

From whpnce obferve , and thajt 
. firftjr the wjork it was great, it was to 
.the Miniftry 5 according to what the 
Loid had fpojcen concerning Paul^ 
. that he was a chofen vcfTel^ and that 
to preach the Gofoel unto the Gen- 
' tiles, as you may {ec in tVifi. ^6 oS.\Jc5t 




'(14) 
ASs 15. 16, lyyverf. fothc 
was grcar, to the perfcrrt&n 
which they would need much t 
power and prefcnce of the 
with thtm ; therefore they- f 
and prayed, and layedtheirl' 
on them, ^. 

1. Obfervc, theperfotiswhc 
on hands, they were the Proj 
and Teachers in this Church, 
the 1 and 2 verj'es. - ■ 

So likewtle, fomtimes it was 
by the Apoftles rhemft-lvcs,as jt 
<5, iierf. fo alfo by Pml and Barf 
who were ca^Ica as before t 
office ofApoftles,tolaythcfoi 
lion 3 to do the workot an Api 
AHsi^.zZtVer^. foalfobyT« 
who was the firft Bifhop o 
Church of E^c/iyj i Tim.'^.xi. 
and alfo 7/>mj, Tit. 1.5. ue^f. fo 
wife by the Presbytery, ttie Coi 
nyofEIdcrfhipin thcChiirch, 
were by the Church of Chrift. 
Jed CO o&ci&te in the waycs of 



mto his people', by 'whom Timothy 
/ras orda med a Billiop ^ i TimoB. 4,., 
14. v&f^ So thac we Ice this way of 
Gfbdj^ and the marinet of tl:e per tor r. 
liancc thereof, in fotne fmall mci- 
fui'C'difcbvered ^i fhall give btit tHis 
:oitCh bf this lec.6tid 'tiling mindc^ 
fcttd that tor thi^ i:<Jaf6h : 

Betaiife our ppjp6fers of laying^ph 
Df hahds upon beiievers^s believers^ 
hayb 6\yncd the laying on of hands 
dpoTl officers, though ill a diforderly 
manner they have gohefotfch inthe 
pradife thereof, as will appear, 

f it'll jfrom what Ml:. Couter writes 
Ih fils-fcpk ofltight ConB^itutm^ bag. 
3 U wheire £aithhe, the qualificati- 
ons of Elders and Dedconsarcex- 
iptQil[td^\Timot.^. .-,,_' [^ 

Ani'w. I have read bf Biftiops and 
Deacons , and of Apoflles and El- 
ders, who were Deacons ; but never 
of Elders and Deacons: Myrcafod 
is, becaiife a Deacon is an Elder iii 
tlie Church. 



I. This difcovcTs according tc 

heir praftife, what they have fe 

lerfons apart for : as their paftora 

Charge in che Church of Cnrift 

hey were fetapart for Elders; fo al 

b, as Miiiifters of liie Gofpel , thp' 

Lcre ordained for Elders , tbougl 

leir great difordcr is,in buildinig be 

tfc tiie tbundation was rightly l^id 

t obfervc tlic wife miftaKeii in thci 

needing , though by this praiSif 

* eirs , with feir words they havi 

jcd the mouths of many poo 

;, wlio were clearing themfclve 

om fuch difordcr as they were in 

hey flopped their confcicnccs witl 



(t7> 
Miniftcrial work^alfo,! Pet.^.nverf. 

2 Epiftle John i.vcrr.3. i.verC aad 
fo Elders is diftioguiilied into feve*: 
ral offices in the Cifiiurdi^ as Bifhpps 
and Deacons : tRcDb^ucons wen to 
be tneh fiillofthe ^dy Spirit and 
faith}& fe inidced fit for the.workof 
theLordf aitadag his peoplesas Welt as 
Bifhops y and fo were Elckrs in. the 
Churchyfee JSs 6^ 6^ verf. and Aff. 
15. 2iJ«i;f^. whete.'the Deacons , 
fpoken of in d:?e 6 Chapter, are cal-* 
led E IdcFS in the 1 5 -Chapter :again> 
Philip. I • I . verf. wlicre tiie Apoftlc 
writeth * to the Saints, with the Bi- 
fhops and Deacons: {oPaul to Timo* 
thy writes of the qualifications of the 
Bifhops and Deacons , not Elders 
and D^cons j you fhall never in all 
the Scripture find Elders and Dear 
cons expreffi^di 

So tb^tlJhope, this may be a word 
of ufe uneo tticm: howexcr it will 
be unco the .Church of Ghritt^ 
though ifromva. weak aud>3JWNcsc^:\ 



,ttoc/«;i»<l^_ there ar< 
d^ey^^7^.ef<Sctbatpr 



I Anfweir, The officc'^an Apfi4: 
ft^.j{s ^iicfti:^c«otn ]tw .Church 
of CbijUl.i .Kftidit'badtiJjcbil^lfit]^ 

fcrVife? #?Ccx±:?!th«»fqcc faifh lP<wfei 
I have laid the foundation, i Co^w Ji 
1:9.- '»A(f ^ tl«i&iund4fri0OrtUt is, the 

liQFdi.^iiisjChriftipiii^Dto^inc, 

th^f Vbi^ Chr^;ft0d;bu yvpofttes 

di4 tea^aiUpanj wHi$hthe Chttsch 
of Chrift vv^s built : {et£pf>(f.2i. 20. 

vihic^ /(WndauQi "wasii th«r beginr 
Bine- Worclr of Cbr.ifti that which 
penopi ought; toJtnpifcr Vrand to be? 
lieve, before they a^e Et fbi the Ser- 
vice of Gpd. 
JPutDpiVa th« this,^i*» ^vA-^^^^ 



(20) 

foundation,) is the firft office in t 
houfc of God : fee the i Ceriitt. i 
2%iVerf. God hath fet fome int 
Church ; firft Apoft'lcs , <^f . 
Ghrift did afcend 3 and ^ve gi 
unto men, andthatfonecobcAf 
ftless as well as other offices in t 
Church3£;'fcc/.4.8. compared wi 
the 11. verf. : ■ ' 

Ohjea. But now fornc may ia 
Chriftdidthufe Apoftles,h<*ehc 
Twelve, Which he called Apaftle 
therefore thcyj^ceafing j the offi 
ceafcd. 

tr.fiver. To which I Anfwer,il 



vertue of ^ authority of theGhtgph 
ofGhiiftt lay the foundation of the 
lervice of God > he is pnnerly an 
Apo(Ue» he . doth the wonc of an 
Apoftlerforotherfoundattph no man 
can lay y that is to be.appioved of by 
jthe Lord; yet other txten may lay 
the faoKj even preach the fame Do- 
«._! — '"'•'--% which he did, ^r. 




"i. .J 



Thirdly , Cf lining o» tf h*»di upon 
ia^izied believers as fueh , r# the 
end iim m^ht reetixie ' 
me Sprit, 

'fHat laying <» of hands upon 
Baptized believeft, as fuch^is one 

part of tiieir obedience to the (Lord, 

which lie requires c^thbm ; an Or> 

dinance o^^the Lord Jefus Chrift j 

I {hall dius prove unto you : 
Firft, becaufe it is a faying of our 

Lord Jefus Ghrift , that vfecvN*. 

tatight, and that for beVvcNtts ^Jo^- 



(") 

lioice^fls well as repentant:, fail 
Irwl Baptifme :. fee Heb^ 6, i, : 
rtany pcrfoms dp' &y:y If W 
wmld but fee,' Where ever Chri 
Jaughc h; Surdy, we ftiould m 
lainfay it. O that now they won] 
■onfider for their conviiiion th 
Icripturcj Htb. 6. i . verf. w^er e t\ 
Rpoftle calls it the Dcxftrine < 
reaching of Chrift ; and a more fu 
Icient witnefs that Chrift«aught i 
Ve cannot have, then the Affile i 
Irhe Dodrine of Chrift, that whic 
|e taught,eshe did repentance, fa iti 
lefurreition ajid eternal judgmeni 



joyned to a heariogof Ghrift inaU 
things, and that alto from the xian^ 
ger that will folbWdurnegledji 9^ 
inthc23wrrr* >' 

2. In that it is placed anKmgft 
thofc foundation-principles , Hebr. ^ 
<^. i^i^and that m tne nudft of them> 
as if the Spirit of the Lord did fore- 
fee the oppofition that would be 
made againft this truth; - ; 

3. becaufe it is one of Chrift^ 
firft teachines^ and: therefore thofc 
words in Heb.6.ii may be rendered 
the he^nni^'WordofChrifiylhc A. B.C. 
of a Chriftian, one of thofe firft lef- 
fons that believers then didkafn.:^ 
and now ihould karn; which is this:> 
to wait upon God in this way of 
his 3 for the Spirit of promifc^which 
is their right, whereby they might 
be inabled, as they do defure, to do 
him fervice. 

Objea. But now unto this, fome 
oijed, and fay, that all things that 
Ciriik did and faid ^ vj^ ato. tv^\.xr> 

C 4 ^^ 



e followers of him in,« to rajfc tli 
to command the winde t 
|eafe,aiid the like, . 

Anf«er. To which I anfwer 
hough this may be true, yet what 
pis to the purpofc ? Becaufe we ai 
3t to fay in all things as he did 
icreforc we muft fay in nothing •< 
e did 3 neither as he taught us : th 
i errer with a witnefs. Wc grai 
|iat in all things we arenotn^d 
i fay as Chtiu did : But yet in a 
hings that does relate to the woi 
lip and fcrvice of God , asreper 
I faith, and Bapcifm; or oi 



(as) 

^ only to be believed : the refurredion 

and Judgtnent^ we know we cannot 
pradtife. 

Affw. To which I anfwcr, firft; 
This is that we ought as belie- - 
ver.s to do 3 ^ ^fsiUe we can ^ to 
attain to the refurreQion of the deddy 
PliiL3.il« 
2. That Ghrift taught it^w^ grant; 
and that it is for our obedience > we 
do alfo afBrm, and that isfo&ras 
he requires it. 

3. I do hope 3 you (b alfo know> 
that fo 6ir as Chrift hath taught US3 
we ought to be obedient to him : that 
whick he tau^t which was No- 
tional 3 we ou^t to believe ; that 
which he taught^ which \^s pradi- 
cal , we ought to obey. Now confi- 
der, laying on of hands is a prad^ical 
Dodnne^as is manifeft.by the Apo- 
{lies ad&gs and the Saints obe- 
dicnce^^fl^iS. 17. ABs 19. ^* Now 
let the oppofers of this truth of 
Chriilihew^ where qnwV^'^vk^^^ 



of h»nds was taught byChrift^s th 
rcfurreftion and eternal Tudgmcni 
only to be believed , and then the 
will fay and do fomthing to thei 
purpofc. 

Ohjea. But (ay fomejin Heh. 6. i 
the Apoftle calls it <* DoBriney but no 
it praBife ; and ft) by this would maki 
voyd this way of God, 

^/?/W. This objcdion was an 
fwered by Dodor Ch*mherlam in hi 
difputewith Captain iTz/jfe, asyoi 
may fee in the lo* page of his book 
where faith Doftor Chamherldn 
„ Becaufe the A poftle calls it a Do 
3, (Srine, therefore fo far from bcin| 
3, not pradifedj that it ought th 
„ rather to be pradifcd; for with 
„ out praftifing no learning. 

3, Again, faith he, youwreftthi 
3, Scripture, whereas the exprefs pur 
„ pofe of the Holy Spirit is , Tc 
3, teach Doftrincs, that fo believer 
„ might do what is taught. For tin 
jj/^roof of which, V\e cites M«.28 



(>7) 

9>l^/7. 4I 9 . and many other places : 
i> ycc^EMdi he, you wreft it to the di- 
^yreiSt contrary 5 and ybufaythcre- 
3pf fore it is called a DoGtrine, that it 
^3 might hot b^ pra^ifed, for indeed 
33 fo much fuch an objedion doth 

334mp0R. 

But Mr Perry ih hfe book of Ani- .-- 
madvcrfions in anfwer to t>o^r 
Chamberliirf 3 pag^ 14/ as he doth ' 
themn conceive that which is truC) 
fo he doth itippofe thMi wherein he is 
iiliftaIoeh3 and that i$';to think3and (o 
to write 3 that Doaor Chmberldn =- 
minded Mr Kt^ent wrefting of the 
Scriptiures above mentioned^ where- 
as indeed, we may plainly fee in his 
book 3 and in this I have written of 
his words 3 that he minded him of 
wrefting HeL6. 1. which was the 
^roond of this objeftion : and there- 
ore we may take notice , that the 
Scriptures above iHCtvu%t«.^^ ^oSn&- 




(28) 

ficicndy ptove what Doftor ChMnu 
lerliift brought them for, which 
was thisj th^ He6. 6. i. was wre- 
fted by Mr Kif^n from the proper 
true meaning of the Spirit of God 
therein, ^r Perries words you may 
fee , arc thefe : faith Mr Perrj, „ I 
„ conceive that every Dodrine of 
3, Chrift, that he harh commanded 
33 to be taught by his Apoftles, and 
3,hIsDtfcipleswere commanded to 
„ obfcrve and praftife, ought to be 
„ prad^cd :bui if this appear not in 
3, this particular thing. in any of 
„ thofc Scriptures , wherein hath Mr 
„jCi^»wreftedthem? I know not i 
3, but ( faith he ) in che contrary, 
» I fuppofc he doth own them , in 
3, what the Spirit of God means in 
33 tlicm, according to what light he 
3, hach received. 

To the later part of thefe words, 
I anlwcr thiB much,Who knows not 
what Mr/'irr/'^ifaithofMrK'j/^fl, to 
be CTuc., and fo indecdoC aU-mei^^ua- 



( ^9) 
Icfs they wilk contrary to their 

"Ught? ' • ;' 

But from the firmer part of hlis 
difcoudej we inaay dbferve tiki 
things 3 

I. Hfe miftkke^ Us yoii hiive al- 
rcaiiy heard, eJrc. - * 

'2V iUs grantingMrftit wec:dn|«hd; 
for>;%;£a. that every DcxiShine c^ 
Chrift which he commands to be 
taughtfty his Apoftki^andhis DiT^' 
dpfo/Wttre commaHdedto obfervc' 
and j^trakSSife, ought xp be pradifed ; 
this is^t&kt vtt (to a£rm ; and there- ; 
fore • Ad :;contcnd' for this truth iojr.- 
Dofti^ihe of Chrift with him ^<l'* 
oth^'^'^t do oppofe it : For did 
Ghriil teach it i as you have hcdrd 5 
ariddMtheApoftles teach it) ^^y^.^ 
fhall h¥ar in the next reafon for the 
pro&f of this truth ; and did Bapti- 
zed believers i as fuchj obfervc and 
pradifeit, as-rfSsS. 17. ABs 19.JS. 
and (hall rot believers now prafiif^- 
it ^ Skall not they tread uvi\\tiS53c^\.- 



:mg and deUroyingottttCQiiitn! 
Chirift^) andasheciothtQthiisd 
:q the denying Qfth^ Ifayifl: 
ic,^aiwaycs prcv<ni] ? God forb 
IfitGodhe truf^ -fytt every nm 4ify 

vriUenfor oUflf^pVfgy ^ha^^^pbifti 

Fofe let not tf u^ be deftr9ye4 : 
Dodrinc was {ealed with hi^ bl0i 
even the death of Ghrift,: ^-aajdiifc 
^e alter or dcnyllh wili ? Gpdf 
bid: (hall not we hope to find accc 
:ance with God in his appointmet 



^ 3^ } 
fo the Apoftlcs taught it, read Heb. 

5, 12. compared widi Chapter 6. 

i^i. in. the jfirft Chapter 12 vcrf. 

faith thc.jApofklc J mereasfcr tife 

time you .Qu^t to be Teachen y you have 

need to be {Aught again ^ which are the 

firJlfriMiprles of the oracles (fOody &c. 

where by thefe WQtdsjyou ha^e needta 

be tau^ti again 3 is plainly implyed^ 

they wiereonce tausht thieS^rinciples 

atKl tbat^ this the Apoities did teach 

them^ is alfb manifeft^ in chat they' 

kid th^; foundation of thii Church 

of . the JHebrcws ^ who were chofe 

Jews , (poken of in ABs 2. ^x . who 

are there faid 10 continue in the A fo^ 

ftUs DoMrine : and as they taught it/o 

it was a wdy of God ^ wherein they 

did admi nifter unto his people^ and 

unto which they were obedient : fee 

Aas%. MidASs 19. 

ObjeB. But now fome will fay> In 

ABs t. is not mentioned laying> on 

of hands 5 therefore bpUevers there 

were not under it. • 



(30 
Ahfsp. Two which I anfwcr, a 
laying on of hands is not in fo man 
words there laid down, no moi 
there is not the rcfurre^ion froi 
the dead, and eternal Judgement! 
fo many words expreffcd ; doth thf 
therelbre prove they were not taugl 
them ? Surely, the Apoftles woul 
not have baptized them , but upo 
that profeflion , that their bodi( 
(hould be raifed, as well asChri 
dyed for them. Again,to fay that tli 
Apoftles did not there preach laj 
ing on of hands, ixxABs 2. prove 
no more, or is to no more purpoft 
then to fay that Philip did nc 
preach Baptifmc to tlic Eunud 
when w» read of not one word h 
fpakc of it , although he Baptize 
him, as you may fee ABs 8,55. Bi 
now that the |ews who did bcUcv{ 
were taughtlayingonofhands , r< 
furredioii, and eternal Judgmental 
plainly- manifeft, from Heb. 5."! a 
comparci^Nvith Heh, 6. i, s.'whcr 



33, 
as yoU have hcard^ he minds them of 

it, as one of thofejfirftleflonsthejr 

had i If^rne^ct j^ anti ^as a principle of 

the foundationr or beginningrv^ 

of Chirift cbnurtitted to them*; . , ' 

?5 . Confidcr^what is writtpi : they 

(to. wit', jthql^ jhat were Baptized 

and added to the Churcb^who gladly 

received the word, ) cohiimed.i^, tbfi 

yifjoftlp DoBriney fee j43s a .42 . NpW 

: this tliey could npt^ do 3 if thf y hjad 

not peen taught laying on of hajqic^ 

whj[ch wks a principle thereof, p^t 

of what Chrifi ami his Apoi^^ 

uught thcni, as you have alreadj 

heard., or may fee in the ftieafons 

given ; unlefs we deny their wayes 

to be the fame in every Chui^ch, 

iCor,/{., 17. Again conuder,j'hoW 

can it be thought with Kpnoiir xp 

God and his truth , that a man can 

be {aid to continue in the Dod^ine 

of the Apoftles orwordpfChjriftj 

when tfi^y were not in the pradifepf 

» it? for lay the ObjedorsjThcre is no 



2, xjoaivtet, they ue fa 

to beadded to the Cfauxch , 

as dicy received the woid, ai 
H&pftaxd, 

^ijeS, But nowibmemay 
^y^ By tfcis you makelayi: 
Iraiids to be an Ordinance, v 
i^ tfaat did believe and we 

ja;i#ercaddta to the Chi 
4)^. To which lanfwei 
and that becaufc laying on o 
ms next adminiflrecf afte 
.^ifccj and that in order to i 
'ciiie of the Soul in the hoofe< 
"it being part of its foundati. 




cm 

npi^yecl to thofe\tbat.gre:^pt¥DBd> 
fee ^^,2 , 3 3. whKe faith th? j^pp* 

faith h^) JO MS m^f'^ M Lw^^ 

094f)/^.U cflHifhsit is, thp jp^Qouftd 

Spirit fliould be give.iih gc^Qr(jfiiQg>o 
the .will of God : ftntl m ihe .4; i^/I 
it is ^d, r^pr ti»4f gla^trmvedtbe 
WtriFfre 90f!^A i f^ the fofnf i$y 
fpprf !f4!^ii unto tiiem fhrjte tboufa'/ta 

S9!4s vwJbcrc we joiay ,tal^;»pti<;cpf 
^this Oder 5 I .Xhcy gjsdly r^fivcd 
^the Word 5 .? . ;^^/^ »Bgptit^ 5 

3. W«ie added 10 the.C;blv<;ij. 
From whence wp.psfy.lcAcn.thus 

.muah , that byBapcifmpjthgy Were 

npr^flded } be<4wfette^ddii;i(»a 6) 
Ae Chmrfih followfid after Jtbfir 
^ptifnje; fiaras thekgJ*dfoiR4)pe- 
.cciv|ng,Qf.thp .Word'-wsnt befisre 
, their j^ptifme » fo iii4 jchcir B^- 
^tifmc b we .dipir additioni v^bich 
jMditioA was fimethii^ elfe hcfides. 




wraftife, thereof > ASs 8 
. , !if*er 61 fy , 
• I 3'. \fJti{on.\ Becaufe as Ch 
-^iiis^ApG^ci did teach it ^ 
taught it a^ a principle of tt 
dation ot*^ the fervice of < 
:^ foundation-principle of that 
whejfein they were to livi 
•Glory of Gddj and upon whi 
were to ftand to go on to per 

' When M€fes was to bui! 
^ernacle unto God ^ he had 
charge 3 that he ftiould d 



: the Spirit'} And as it 2S (aid^which he 
was made to underftand , by the 
hand of God upoti hiiti : the firft of 

^ (Now. as MofestndS'oldmoniNtip 
, iwc ldft> at liberty iiQ follow their 
y^ym undejtflanding^^ t^pt were faith- 
cTulI- to iQa&e all things according tp 
-the patttm of Gods will : So nei- 
jiiier were tfe Apoftles, but alTo 
w£ce faithiul; ftewaydj of the w^l 

* and compiaftds of the . Lord Jefus^ ; 
the fifft of Car^^. i. which Jefijs thp 

• Chrift y.likewife w^sa Mcflenger, 
and.thc greatProphet of the eternal 
God^ .'WEjOfe word is Gods will unto 

,biS:pcQplp3-^i?^7f37. and who as a 
Son , even as Mofe$ a Sef yant^ was 
faithful -over his own houfc, Hejl?. 
; 3 . 2 . ififo WAS fyithful ta him tlim 
.appoMted hiniy ^vert asyflf^eswasfahh-' 
fullin dltkis houfe ; Even as Aiofes: as 
Mcfes was faithful to do every thing, 
exaftly according to jtHe pattern j 10 
was the Lord JefusXtvtvft. ^^v&x- 



iifed liow in tifflts of the < 
ih building a Spiritual hooi 
iGdd) chto theri? v^as under tin 
i^ th^c which Was typical : ft 
padnefs under th^ Law ferv 
as an <»cairiple 6t (hadbw of D 
•ly thiiigsj that is to fay, Sp 
or Gi^fpel-thiiigsi, Heh, 8.<. 

Now thts being a fciun'cl 
>ririciple,it ought to be laid in 
Church of Ghriil : for it is n 
cdhibnilnt to truth, for- a iti 
think evet to tnak'c a laftirig I 
iftgj ( eidier iri Spirituals or C 



fi-rvice ; How dJ»th it concern us, 
and all riiofe wh^ put to thielr lutads 
to cte€t and conftitute a CBnrcjb 
unto Chrifto to do whaler they do, 
[ai much asiii them lies,, according 
to the jsattcrnjgiven by Gods & tbat 
,in b^^'ig they leave out no part 
joihis jbundation ?, for a prindple is 
a main iupport unto the buiJKiit^9 
rCpcgffiXf where .Cjod himfclFIiiyes 

I 4v\ i^^o^ l^^ufe iayi9g on of 
haiutsis jaA pracLe of C^^ one of 

;,uflo? his C^ Ht^. 5>«* 

he l^^^^mw^ cfthe cra^UsofGod, 

jhd% is, pfhis Cmm ti)p 

word or^Kl^/^Qth imply^ as yoa ws^ 

:fci?>vfaf5'7. 38. Tbu ishethatwMin 
the Chiffc^ m the ffilderi^fsy rpoh djr 

^^4 :V^i^ Jj^^ ^ ¥^ ^^ ^^ Mount 
Sinai > W tMh oht Facers vphQ recei- 
v^d the Uvflj 9r4cUs to (irue uiA^ v^ s 

D '4. '^^'^ 



■ 'Z vcrj^» %j\.axo \}Ln.itK.io vuxt,\u 1,1.1 

j^opijiithiri (f iiniMicifionlmi 

figaificd ttic ' wh6lcLaw cbi 
unto them^ 9S in Hel^. jf. i 
w6td -Orffcles 'bet% in th^ 
nuriiber , doth (i^mdtthi 
will of God committed to I* 
•thcDpiarineof Gitfift: ^and 
ginning ohhc'Oraclcs of ^ 
firftpanoff Chrifthis Po^r 
things which Chtift firft' if 
and preached totfhctni as the ; 



Jf afiy tndn Jpeaky let him [peak At an 

'Oracle (feddyt^^t is 5 is'the will and 

niihde '6f God for- fouls Obedience- 

thfe Apoftlc P^tcUs the Ephefianfy 

>Adsi6.*overf. thathe kept hick no- 

thi?fgyihapwdsproptaifte'umd them j and 

in thfe 27 "uerfi thstt ht had declared 

'Unto ihm the n4ole CoknfelofGod: ii 

■ part whereof was ; ■ laying • cxi 6f 

-mtkls ^ > it being that he taught ahd 

piiarifed lamong^ ikt^'i9L% Am 

- 0^;>A'Butnow^".^lb-«ffhafi^^ 
truthj faith Mr Collier in his bodkdf 
Right Gon^itution5dn>ftl^ 76jkge^ 
Orades do^ hot alwiyiiwmply c6i«- 

' roands ^ tliough all>i^Ottiaiands^«e 
t)«adlB^;' vet all^ Otfticli^s a(re ^riot 



r, 



jinf^: Two whkh I anfwer, 
tb^t "dipugti all conildidnds are C^e- 
cksy^d all Oracles arcs-not com- 
' ttiands s'yet what*1s this unto the 
purpofe ? doth this prgi^ that laying 
on oi hands is not QTvtoiiM^^^^- 



cles, that are the commands of dte 
Lord Jefus Chrift: for was it not 
reckoned withj and fo left upon re- 
cord, as that whicU Chrift did teadi 
with rcpencanccjfaith, and Baptifmj 
refurre^ion and eternal Judgment 
as the foundation of the fcryiccot 
God to every believing Soul, /i'lri. 6, 
i,s, was it not that which the Apo- 
ftles taughtj that unto whichBap- 
tizcd bdieycrs as fuch were obe- 
diem?as^ff,8.i7.& iji.e.thisconfi- 
deredjWcrecKcufctoanfwcr this ob- 
jedion. 

But furely the wcakncfs of this ob- 
jcftion isdifcovcredj ifweconfidei 
Mr Colliers reafoning , in the 78 past 
of his book:laith hejjThe word iriuy 
„ read both in Hd. 5. 12. and 6, 1, 
„ is not ihc pri/ifipJfS 5 but the ifgin- 
a, ta^of the Oracles of God, and the 
3, word of the bcgining of Chrift ; 
53 and fo cites the Greek words, k 
55 hold forth not principles of the 
3} dof^rinejbut hegtmingQUhe word^ 



(4J) 
33 tl^ vtrnti as in the i John i. Ij^the 

33 fining wns the vpwri^ &c. 

To which I anfwer;^ that it is eafi- 
ly difcovia:cd3 and I think upon fc- 
cond coniideiration himfelf will 
grant , tliat the word (ignifics /^M- 
r//^/^5as weUa's ^^^f/z/^M^^jalchouehl 
cberantthat inodier places it may 
' fo i&nifie^and in rhispiace9(io be k> 
ren£ed) may not be altogether im^ 
proper; Yet I muft ceU uim , and-I 
would have others mindeit3thatas 
he j[aith3 if the words be truly i-cad, 
they do fo fignifiej fol fay^If^hc 
words have their proper fence ^ven 
to'theta, they do hold forth princi- 
ples of theDoai^ifleof Chrift. For 
I pray yoU). what is the beginning of 
the words of Ghriftj^whea it is 
ffiind^ as the foundation , but prin- 
ciples bf his Do6farinc ? for they arc 
itich things as ttiftke a fi^e foundati^ 
Oil for the Saints to build upon : and 
fo we /flay ObferVc that thel'c princi- 
j)les pm together, ar^ the tcwLTv^^^ 



^ 



tinvcd.in by the Saints fo 

'they continue in this World 

But faith he further in th 

y^ of his bookiTlicrc areman; 

3^ that . arc; !t>o6xines. and \ 

l>>for .us to fadieve >: but'n^c 
35 Qi ife.; and lbs inAanceth tt 

ojiiles waiting rat Jeruf$tem^ 
,, S pint came.- upon them ' 

.d> fpeaking. with Tongues > 1 
35 the fickj raifing thexfcad^e^* 
33 faith he are *^ Dbdrines 
33 be^inninc ^nd laying of xh 
33 dation3to be believed) but hi 
)) (9:ifed« unlt^A in tht* r«r«^ -- 



Wcrtowtogo and wait itjeMaiem 
by venue of that command the 
Apoftles had: although thus much 
I may Aindey that as the Apoftles 
waited at Jerufalan for thepromife 
of the Father 5 fo ought every beliei- 
ving Soul to w^k in Ziork^ in the 
wayibs of God 3 till h« be fitted for 
the woric of God/ before he go forth 
therein^ as too many do this day. 

2; ^^Saith he, thfey are all Do2 
^^fbrihes of the beginning andlay*^ 
ii ing the fotindation , 
Bur Btow fay I, Where are they laid 
dowti 3 as laying on of hands is, Heb. 
6. 2. part of the foundation ? for 
their uraiting at Jerufdem , their 
(peaking with Tongues, healing the 
fick, raifing the dead, &c. wasne-^ 
ver' laid down the foundation , or 
principles of the foundation, or be- 
ginning-Word of Ghriftj but laying 
on of hands was part of the ibunda- 
tion, which wascoivfirmed to be the 
Word oi Chrift; vnth1^^'^^>xsi^^^ 



cles, tnd gifts of Holy Spirit ; as d 
fpetking^ with. Tongues, healing tl 
lick, railing the deadj a(id the lilc. 
3. lantwcf} that this is but cu 
ning rc-afoning, to fubvcn the trutt 
for as ro the Apoftlcs waiting at J 
rufaUm , did not Chrift commar 
them fo to do? and does not our to: 
fciences tell us, that th^ttcommai 
was temporary, ended with the d( 
ing of the duty there rcquired;&,isi 
no mote weight in this cafe , then i 
ifhe had inftanced that Giirift con 
joandcd oneof his Difciples tofetc 
an afsupon which he did ride uni 
Jerufdem i 

And for fpeaking with Tongue 
hcalinfT the fick, and raifing tl 
dead , they were particular gift 
not that which is ^pplyed toevei 
one ; to the performance thereof , i 
we fee , laying onof hands was aj 
plycd , I. To the ^ ;ffy, Hcb.5.iJ 
3. To the Smariu,.!, AiStsS. 1-, 
3. To^ the £/'te((V*Sj hbi^ 19 .6. am 



. (47) 
fo Lt was mind&d to the ffdrems y sti 

well ft^ repentance^ fatth^Baptifffies^ 

Refurre^ion^and eternal Judgment9 

as that which thcjrou^t tacbnfidte 

pf 3 accortlin^ totheirprofeffidn -cff 
Chrift therein } that was^ to wak 
dwpon God for ijis spirit to teach 
them 3 and to affift them in thek 
Holy profeffion.: without the affi- 
ftance of which Spiritathcy were riot 
able to live iHito God. 1 fyfy this 
Ordinance of Chtift, iti3i»ht to 
liave accarding toiteirprofejfioo-c(f 
Chrifk therein, ati rn^ei)!ce upon, 
audthrGughtheirwhc4e,Kves5 cvqi 
^s its fellow-prinrij^k Baptifme, « 
jou may fcer J?ow,^; 3 54,5 ,i^. 

5 , iieifm. Becaufe there was up 
JChurch of Chrift without this Gi^ 
^dinance or way of Chrift , andthat 
as a principle. in the fovndatiohof 
'his ftrvice ; the foundation, even ^c 
'Doiftrine of Chrift and of the Apo- 
'ftles, upon which they did ftand, ds 
firft iht'Hetrem j who iwat^^Ss^ 





(48) 

Church of-Chrift under the Gp( 
whofe pattern we ought, to folic 
this was that they received, We/;, ( 
and that wh?n they were babes,/ 
5. 12. which firft pattern mufl 
followed wliether we will or no,< 
will have it fo; for he is bring 
forth Jiis truth in fighteoufnefs , 
cording to that prophecie, Ezek. 
10, II, 12. 

2. The Siimarita^is, who were 
fecond Church of Clirift we r 
of; this way they went, and t 
nest after Baptifmc, yiHi 8,17. 

3. The Church at Ephefiuw 
fet up on this foundation-princij 
j4c!s 19,6, this was part ot the coi 
fel ot God cGinmicccduntoth^m 
the Apoftlc Pdul-, Ails 20.27. 

4, A fourch wicncfs ur.to t 
trudt , and that is the Church 
JK>erle ar,dX.;j1/-^, ofwhomAWl 
:he foundation, as ABsi'^.^. and 
whom Timoti/y was a member, y 
jif. ij 3. Upon whom Fai<l laid 




hfnds i 2' T^m. i. 6..- ^jjmj^e^ ^ 
the Apoftk ; as if hC; j0iQuId wy > Sleq^ 
jng thou haft rhat; . exccijcnt £^^ 

and gift of faithj (which Iw (pe^V 
in the 5 verfi^ ) i .^^ thee inRemem^ 
ItMce^ or I (Jo^cLo^^ tlf^fi 

which God gave thee, through |^q 
laying qn of myj hapds : f^omwh^^cc 
it 4S( tS^in 5 that.jn ;hia way Tiwoth 
waited;upon God, wpch was not^^q 
vain juntq him ; aiii4 aftf ^^vvayds bc- 
ing approved of, was ordaihe4 to.thi^ 
work of the Miniflry , by the laying 
on: pf hands of the Company of tjie. 
Eldcrfhip, as the firft of 7Vw. 4^ I4^; 
do^ iijanifeft, ;, . . . ; ': 

And fo I do jconclude, as tK^f^, 
w«re y fo were ajll othej: CJhur^hj^^^ 
iiiul tJiat for thefe two ReafbasJ.^ '. * ] 

I, Becaufe their .wayes wer^ t1|c, 

faOiein every Church. I Car,^^ij(.^ 

/«,,,Becaufc/it^iey.had a forwi of 

Dof^rinc to deiivff to them ^ accor-* 






All that Our Saviour tauel 
form? ^ 

..^M. But now fome i 
Wferearfof it no more the 
f^t^ admifliftred , and 
IT was not the pra^ifi 
Chutthes. 

Mp, towfaichlanfw 
pt^ mthittg, no more t 
JChr dbjeyaioij, which is i 
Independents fo calledj aea 
m^j hecziik th^finctei 
ftimii&ed ill aft, therefore 



' ^5 'J . 
red to vxm: and l0o^ what ob^ 

flions may be mad4 againft ^is 
nth) the ^me, as is plainly mani'** 
(led (hi the difcotirfe btt^een 
o&oT ChmberUfyi ^ atui Captain 
iffiny ) may be made again/I Bap 
ime. Fturt^ier^ yot] may take nptic* 
how many Chttrcties you read of 
e breaking of BFead> m as manV 
)U {hall nnde the laying 0ft of 
mds : as breaking Btead was iii 
ideay Troasy Cmm*^ fo the ta|^flt 
1 of hands^ in the Hehrewsy Samofit^ 
id Efhefm $ yea y a fourth witnefs 
e have uKito this truth ^ which was 
auls laying on his hands upon T/« ^ 
tnhjy as is Defore minded : fo that 
fay y perfons may ^s well objcd 
^ainft other truths of Chriils as 
^ainfi: this. But thrs we know^ In 
icmouth of two or three witnefles;) 
irery Word of Chriftihallbeefta- 
liihed 5 therefore let us beware left 
ft^ z;^ ni^ny do > Kick agaiiifi this 

rich of Chnftiat\da?^ii^tcH ^^t^ 



(5i) 
have done! againft Bapiifme. 

6. ReAfon. Becaufe it is that whi 
is ipilk for Ba|icsja beginning- Wo 
of.Gliriftj^y^ad Heh, %i. lij 13. 7 
4r? (faith, (be Apoftlc)/iwijd5fc* 
rKed of mlk.il am mt ofjirong met 
How conficlcrjwas it for Babes the 
and is it oneLy, for ftrong men, now 
as many perfons , who deny it to b 
licvcrs as believers , yet will own 
for fetting pcrfons apart for officf 
Owhat deceit is wrapped up in thi 
But furcly , this was for Babes , ar 
the Helreirs learnt it in that cond 
tion ; and this is certain , that whit 
was for Babes then , is for Babi 
now i and that wliich was for liror 
men then , is for ftrong nxn.now 
for fo the Apoftle rcafoncth, He^,' 
14. Strong meat helo/igeth untoftror, 
mfn-t Tfho if reafon of ttfe have the. 
fences excercifed to difcern 6othgoodfJi 
evii. 

Ohjecl, But noyv fome objeiS, tha 
hying on pfiiandssHf^.^. I, nji 



bi iAaft^'«httrtheft:k, sccordiiig 
to thefe Scripturesv '^kayk. x6. i?, 
SLxH-Ailt'ii.i, ot'AKe-'i^ fttting 
pSffoftS' apart tor officii according 

Anfm. Tq w'nichXamfwerVtHiifft ■ 
cahttiw'be^Ib'meanKii't'ttiistefoh : 

■ •Betaittfe''m tioiic'bFShoft Script 
t-urcs--, 'l^ng- dn^oFt^ndS 'is Ui& 
dowri-to'Tl"^hdatioli-prtnciple,'a^s 
Vltefee'llf»(i,',Ihi'W*'«.'i=.''llyingc)i> 
aPhan«lsS ftylaia do\*n. ' 

■ ':Fof -iiMfiiter-, ttefe Scriptureii 
it^i/t.iWi'Jffi'and >f?f iS. 8. do 
HSM' fbrlH ' lio fuiih ' thnig'as a fou n- 
dWid(i%«flc{{)te ;*irtliSt [Ariiculfi 
nien'imy'reEiiwi (tictt a'pjrtictilEtt 
gifttoJMV as to Heil'the fick ; a^ 
t^<Cilg-is .Cjhrift promifcdj Aiiri 
itf.tSv'aBdmi receivta, if Hi 28.8. 
l» kU^-rtAf, A^i-8.,and many 
others s as^tnlny iH'rifc'Ghurchof 
e«i>fi>t*;'\*hicH'isiid (ttbre a fountb'- 
tibnJpifintiijIe, noifKrift the '§<?-, 
ftift, Mi&fbi Babik5%ei\!s.-j«(!jj'37> 
•'■ E 5 * 



' N6W wl»erciis fbmeobje(l 
laying on of hai;idi \vas for i 
^riiatiort of thdGoft^j rf 
iioW by- what M^ bifcn faid 
ly-^fte^ftat ii t^*>rf bf th< 
tf the totdi^tiij^lajting of "^ 
£ven his teaching unto whid 

'6f' hh •Dc^lne'';'^ whfeh' rffi 

.)V4i' (as tfilrfeft.5f<'rc6nfilrfe 

fignesjmifaclcfsjiha^iftl^;^ 
•Spjm. • '■■■-' ' 'V-Ji^rj.:. iir 



sp$ct ^r pffiee 9- cftaoot ht ijha.t 
mea.nt/mJteh.6,2, as thefouj^d^i- 
on or ksimuog^prioc^e ) wHcjn is 
milk for 3abes,^/f^^^|4^;^. ' . 
And therefore, X46^Qocl^4e time 
Jaytne on of IiancU upoi^ J:>qliiey^;$^ 
is believers, is'the ^>i^Mc^-^pii^^ 
dplc;, the. beginning -\V<f 5 of 

Chrift^ that wjoicti (:oi\ceni;i$ j^ory 

,Micyingfoulj,>hi«^ i^foodfoj^p 
jind jipiBwfhipcnic to 4^ j ,w§icn> 
th^t jtheyare«ap?ycof ,i)f;|t<ppt\o^ 

.capacity. ,. ••,•,■?,-)' 
: T^?;^e;Biy,g^fi|^n>^.we;i 
-itiwtSHf 5. M;rc,i[^oiiW-BQt^keaw#y 
{the CyMWrens ,B^ji4 ^ give it ^- 

,|o iP^-j ^5 kit, Wis flot ti*e .a-W 

their milk,but feed theni with ijc^r. 

.7t : if^^'fvftw^ltfeiit is pOiTt o^Ae 

W<«5ajp^.the tordy -that was, cipn- 

.firiw* onto us;thatirwas the Word 

of <g;hrift, hath boen plainly imni- 
foftedj^it beliigth^t w^li^he t^ht, 
hi^ Jkf^fi^j Hi)k. ie;,;i.Ma^5^ 





<uAv& ujciciuic ic lies as a du 
every believing Soul,toconfi 
fcsy and with the good n 
(y to turn his feet into tb 
of God, Pfal. 119. 59, zm 
jthoidders tP the work of tk< 
:that the breaches in Si$n t 
a^jaia repaired y and the path; 
VJp may be ^ain reftored ( 
ding tp the Word of the Lon 
%8. 12. verf. 6i./^.ver[.) ani 
doing) we fhall be partakers 
promifeS) whkh are annexed 
reward ^ fuch fcrvice • 
Jn the next place, I (hall p 



<59) 

the kft place fliall ky downfome 

grounds of our withdrawing from 
tnofe that obey not Chriil in his 
Ordinance^ aniwering {ome obje^i- 
ons. 

OijeS^ The Erft and grcaceft of 
chem^ is this : That we have no com* 
mand &>T the laying pn of hands. 

Arjm. Now that wehayeacdm* 
mand) appeals 9 f irib from Chrifts 
teaching of it s there is a pofitive 
Command for what he taught^ as a 
part of his fervice we are injoyned 
to be obedient unto i butGhriitdid 
teach i:his as a part of his fervice; 
yea^ a$a^rincipal part thereof, not 
ondy relating to tne building, but to 
the foundation of the building, 
v4iich is of more weight , as Hel. 

Now that this we are comman^- 
ded to obferve ; f^c how full that 
Scripture comes upon us, ^H5 3.^2. 
A Prpfhep fb^ tkcLardyourGodroife 
np untpyw , of your Bretkrtn ^l\kt uviX^ 



not hear WMPropheh fhofO^l^t^dt 
ftom amo/zgjt th^ bei^ii ; • - ' • 

2.Arifffer. V vc: ha;v« a const 
and that alfo frohi tte" Ajj 
teaching and piJaiillifc of i« ; thai 
did teach it \ alod 'ptadift it i 
havcakeadyj heard in the fe 
Reafon. Nowas th^ did teat 
and pradife it, fceliovvrp6fitive 
command lies upon us^ Phil\ a 
Vbofe things which you hdveiitlh it^ 
mdreceivedj and heardy andfi^n^i^^ 
by and the God of love akd feic^ 
?mthyou : alfoihindei^ T^ef.ii 



(*0 

Churches -yea, one of thofe things 
they had both hcard^ learned^and re- 
ceived, and fcen?iuP4iir/i> which the 
Apoftlc comcnahds them to do^ to be 
exercifed in, to holdfaft * iand this is 
Pauls exhortation 'noto Timothy^ and 
that by Way of command,!^ Tim^ i .3 . 
The thingttbdu hafhhMrd (f.tm timong^ 
many witr^jfes , the [me cmmit thou 
un^ faithful men i that they may he Me 
to teach others alfo. Now this was 
ortething that Tiniiothy had heard and 
learned i£\Paul , and that which he 
received from him, as is plainly ma- 
nifisft ip . the 5 Reafon. 

Ohj^.hvii novv whereas fome may 
ohjcfty-and fay, that i^4///5 laying on 
hiirJtifmds u^on "Tknothy was to 
afike: : ■■ ^^• 

lAnfpp^ I anfwef , that it was not to 
office;, but for the receiving of the 
pcomifcd Spirit J which promifed 
Spkit i ' God did ^ fo pour forth 
Vi^nTmoth;f , thailhiB was made ac- 
cording to the Prophe^W ^V^Hj«^^ 



before of him y a good Souldic 
Chrift, one fie to war in his K 
dome J to be exeri-ifed in thcv 
of the Lord , the minifterial ofl 
theretbre faith the Apoftlc, i 
I. 1 8. Tljts charge Icommttuf4o 
/(j« Timothy, accordi/igtothePri 
(its that ipwjf hef«re tfthee , that th 
them mightefi fVar a good warfare. 
chargcjco wit, that you ("hall fim 
the 3 %jerf. to be thisj that he (h' 
charge fonte, they jbould preach no 
DaBriw: and wticreas he faith, a 
ding to the Prophefies that went hefi 
thee , that thou hj them mightefi » 
good warfare j that was thofe rci 
cions that God manifeflcd : 
fomc of his people ; whereby h< 
covered Timothy to be one whoi 
had chofcn to the work of the 
niftry; and fo by them, that 
thofe Profrfiefics , the Apoftlc 
alTurcd J that his calling was of < 
and chat his bleifing would ace 
psnyhim. 



So that when Paul laid his hands 
upcm him> he received the Hdy Spi- 
rit:, ^nd thht in fuch manner^ as that 
he was fitted abundantly for the ^ 
work of the Lord; which when this 
waismanifefted ^ 4ind he had by the 
people of God^or Church of Chrift^ 
a call thereunto s he was by the lay-^ 
ing on of hands of the filderfhip or 
Presbytery 3 fet apart few the work 
o( the Miiliftry 3 as you may (ec> ' 

So that it is plainly nanifeft^ that 
by the impofition of ?W5 hands> 
Timothy received the Spirit .in the 
gifts thereof^ 2 Tim. 1 .6. 

And by die impofitieW of the 
hands of the Eldenhip, he wasfe- 
parated to the worlrpf the Mitli(lry> 
according to. the Prophe)^ that 
went before of hiia> 1 ri»>,4. 14. 

3, Wehaveftcomknand>andthae 
Brom the Coautiiffion^ the Lord Je- 
rm gave his Difeiples^ Mop. 28. 20^ 

reumffg tkmi (to wit>tliafct\Sftx\>^- 



were to leach thofe wk 
fhouldBapt^e^ to fubmit^ 
as thoiworcls do plainly 
Teaching them to oiferve. 

But Ch^ift. did command 
ftlcstolay on hands. 

For what they did in a 
of Chjrift unto believers^ as 
by the coijinaand or autl 
tnc Lord Jcfus ; and thei 
they, i C(?r. 4. X. LetAmm 
(fus y as oftheA^ifiifiers qfi 
Stewards ^the AtyfterUs of G 
the i4Gnap.u37^^ If any 



* • ^« >^ 



t)lc > I ncycr kneSv 'that opi 
:>f liiis ttuthof'Cbrift^ thatdurft 
affirm . the' Apoftle§^ had m com- 
mand fijr layia^dn oJFhandSi 

JSo that hfny ,y if they had a 
^inmai>d. for laying on of han^ y 
die Opfcrvation thereof was tatight 
&y them ,, and is that which Ged 
/ertueof iiis Commiflipn jgiven dc 
require ,of us j for faith Cterift, 
Teuhiitg them 3 thatis, thofe that^r;5 
Baptized^ to ohferue all things 3 vph^^o^ 
rwer I have Commanded jou. . 

ObjeB. But, now fome will fay^ 
Lay ins on of hands , is not there ex^ 
preffel; . 

Ai^w. lanfweiTjTTioughitbcjnot 
exprefled ^ it is plainly implyed s for 
A^hatibever the ApoiUes 4(d teadi 
md pradife 3 was by vcrtufc of thev 
Commiffion received from Ghtift* 

^t jtbi? they did tcach^H<^.5 • 1 2 », 
md alfo praaife, ABi%. i7» and 
^9 .^L-and therefore it was by vehuc 
tf thfik Coftmiflfion^ tccw^ii^css!^ 




{66) 
Chrift : And their very manner 
teaching and praitifing , difcovcrs 
to be the mind and Command 
God unto believers, as fuch. 

1 . Becaule they taught it , a: 
firlV principle, or beginning-Wo: 
of GlJirift unto young believers; ai 
therefore it's-reckoned up milk \ 
Bde$,Heh.6.l.Sc 5.1?. '^ 

2. Bccaufc they taught it, a; 
principle of the foundation of tl 
fcrvice of Chrift , and that as re^t 
tance^ faith-) Bapttf/ne , RefurreRtona, 
^ter^al Judgement t Heb.(?.l,2. 

5. Becaufeihcy taught it, as th 
which Chrift taught unto them , ( 
gave in charge unto them, as he a; 
pointed them tobeStewardsoftl 
myfterics of Godjand therefore thi 
witnefsitthe Doctrine ortcachir 
ofChriftjK^^.^.i. that which th( 
had received from him , even tl 
-Lord Jefus Chrift. 

So that from the Commifiioi 
doth likcwifc a^^carihe force al 



3f this obedience; whereby thofc 
chat refill the truth , may be left 
without cxcufc. 

O&jea. But yet fome will and db 
[ay. The Apoftiesdidlayoahamk 
t>y venue of a panicolar gcft which 
God. had given theni> tOgrvte the 
Spirit* . , 

A^m. The Apoftles did nevttky 
Dn hands by venue oFthofe piurtkib- 
iar gifts they had received > but fay 
/ertue of their minifterial x^e : 
For laying on of hands being ianOrr 
iinance oT Chrift , a way unto bcp 
lievers, asBaptifme) or other ofhik 
ippointments ; The Apoftlea did 
tiever officiate in them byiiectueaf 
my particular gift ^ neither aay 
KberMinifterottheGofpe^ baiby 

/enueoftheirminifteriaiofice^ M 
:hey were called of God ODadmiBtr 

%er in thofe wayes to his pcoplejftiid 

bdid^viii^ checffed tfaep^wio 

God, (jfc. 
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John^znd Pdul weriecXdrcUed ih this 
Ordinatice^even laying oti of hands^ 
God gave his Spirit to nis people;^ > 

' Bataias, whatisr/^r^-y^^^/JL^nd 
Paul y^hut Minifters by^>yhom:rfiicy 
bclieycd ?.^ the 6n$ TOiy Plant ^^d 
the other V Vateir>' ibutiic V Gad|ladt 
Rtuftf give the increaftjv n C(?rL d^l^'tt^ 

' Aim rurdy;thi5^v^hBC g^f^^Caim^ 
h pleafed to coni^Q)c^iJtDi%k^im^ 
fierS) is hot by any pb^ 
thefts 'as is plainly t^r$^vered;)jEroni 

' ^fcittjer .v^isit eye^ in the^Apcb 
ftlpsipowcr, to^iveth&Spirit bfpto* 
mifens^danymah j^arid 16 the A]poi^ 
fijfi^la&lydedaii^iifitoim^^ 
aniwer to Simo^ Magus , who. air* 
thinly .didrThink^ijisttoo rbac^ do^is 
c^y^ >tbat^the ^A^ftleii had povvieptD 
^ give the' S^iidi j:»Anii*t^rcford^'fa^^ 
qflRgrGd^difaai 'iboay dbivttnat^ ^Stxk 
^^pbvies^ tbe <Apoftietti^^ Iceing 
~ he Gorri^ion of41sika]t$iaith*un^' 

5 ^ tecMi^* 



Sptfit , and'fo gives" it' fiJra 

pcppk: 
' So likevnfe wc may ob(i 
!iiiIfojzives:che gifts' or q 
' ' >fy'or tJwS^il: of 
-^'"-^ 7|litcmpoc«J 
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vFor^as there are memb 



§ne ioffi^t mthaSj^fcr to me if given ly 
lije Spirit the Word ofwifdome : and {o 
he ^gpes on making mention o£ the 
^ifts and .o jierat^ions thereof : and iti 
the-iSWf. riius <ledareth5 But 
WW hath Godfet the. member iin the bodj 
AS it hdth fleafid him ragaih faith ht in 
the 2[7, and 28. <verf^ Nowyoudtitke 
lodj ofChrift y Andmembers in fArfket^ 
hr*y Mdr God hath fet fomt i*:ite 
Church i firB:, the j4popei *^ fefoy^j^ 
Fr^etsiU:c. il .^vl; : : • , r- 

From all which^asbefijirj ^mtMj 
mlncle^^hac'as the Spirit i3f God is 
^ven to t}itPf believing obedient 
aout,-aiid'thisiby thtLord ; To ev^ty 
ones gift or office likewifc jxo^ 
oeedS'KOm him. • Againy faith 'die 
Apoftlei '^i[>^/\47/ 1 peaking of t^^^ 
Ciittfch 5' But^umb eTJtryom ofm'i^ 
gruin^gfACe ^ According to the meajureo^ 
the gift' ofChrift. Nowif any (hoiAd 
fay 3 How would this appear ? the 
Apoftle makes anfwer^ *iy^r/. theS. 
Becaajfe ie dfcinded t»p on fet^Vj ^ V^eUdi 



(74) 

Ifpeaking of Chrift ) Captiv 

■itive^ and gave gifts unto men : ai 

yf. the II. it's faid, hegavefoi 

' ' ^poiiles, and fame Prophets & 

mite Evangelijis , and fomf Pdfiors a 

Weachersja-nd this for the good of t 

' " of Chrift: and this work- 

iftj of giving his Spirit- un 

3eti, to be continued fo long as t 

laints are to be pcrfcdcd , and t 

dy ot Chrift to receive cdifica 

I, as we may plainly fee, from tl 

.and i^.-verfes. j .. 

' > tliat to fay , the Apoftleshi 

Afer to give the Holy Spirit, 

pirit of promife.. is untrue, i ' 



if 



(75) 
felves >; and labour to perfwade 

others > that the Apoftles did lay on 

hands by vertue of a particular gift 

or power, which God had given 

ttiem, to give his Spirit. Now for 

the removing of this- ftumbling- 

block, lanfwer , 

' firiky If you confider what bath 

been fpoken to the laft ObjeiEiion, 

you may plainly fee 5 that the Apo- 

ftles.did nob lay on hands by Verrue > 

of an vi particular gi^^ butoftheisf 

mmifleria]c0i&e..]^f either w^'is 

ev£r intheir power tagivc the Spirit 

of God to any manyias hath been 

plainly jnanifefted. 

2. Whereas the Apoftle faith;, , 

for atyAhe w^falne upon nene ofthevir^ 

k difcovors'to us, that it was an ufu- 

all tfaiftg )h the Apoftles dayes, for 

the Spirit of* Gocl tbbeglven > aqd 

diati in* more then an ordinary man^ 

nerj and therefore well might -fiw*^ 

tims write this parcnthefis , in the 

^Cfoxk ot this OtAmw««. \ Sr^x 



as yet he was fallen upon nom 
them. • ii ;. . . 

3. Again thirdly : 'Vyhei 
Luke ufeth thcfcwords, /bcjyjK 
was fal/ie upah mne of them ; it Uli 
very, well pe takai notice of. 
though .Philip had wrought -g 
works in the City oiSarnAria, a 
the 6. and ^.'verfes oi this Cl^ap 
JBs 8. inforauch that God borei 
nefs trom Heaven to thofe th: 
^laif , Pbrlip fpafcc J that there 
great joy. in tbat.City; and 1 
^ijf^n Ma^id], who of long time v 
his SorceriesJiad bewitched the \ 



IS well aS' Baptize them ? and froM 
lence theyreafon, that though Phi- 
ip was inftrumental for their con- 
fer fion 5 yet P'etn and John muft lay 
tends upon them : and fo by fucn 
reafonings as this , laying ott of 
hands niuft be laid afide^ 

Anfw. Firft^ let us examines hath 
not this reafoiiing much of this na- 
ture in it , to fet up Peter ^ John and 
Taul^ that fo indeed we may come 
to think of them above that which 
is meet , as if they had power to do 
that they had Qot ? but for this^ ibme 
hath been already teproired, l Cor. i • 
12. J7ojp this If ay i (faith theApo- 
ftleV th^ every one (f you faj/y Jamof 
Paufy AndiofApoUoy^c. and in the ' 
3 Chapt« 5 vetf. nijoifPatdyondwh^ 
is AfoUo 5' kut Minivers by vthomye be- 
lieved i Even as the Lord game to every 
man^ Oh ! that we could therefore, 
ceafe from man , who^e breath is in hir 
Nofirils 3 and give glory to God, 
loolcing: up oftcly unto hjvi -^ vib^o \s 



Baptifme, as this 0\>fc£tu 

laying on of hands, & thai 
otPhtlip, who did work 

and AnanUs who had an ix 

Commiffion to Baptize Pa 

as the Apoftles , for what i 

O fay many perfons , none 

that were immediately aui 

and did work A^iracles, did 

.therefore yourBaptifmc is i 

Jccaufc you work no MiracJ 

hence they conceive no 6a 

but the Baptifine of theSpirj 

diey think the Apoftles ga 

choie Derfons. unnn tiirk/%n^. 
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Baptized : and now if this Reafon, 

could truly be rcndred^ fomething of 
. (atisfe^ion poffibly unto naany per- 
sons would appear. 

But for my parr, though perfons 
>are never fatisfed , I dare not pte- 
fume to know above what is wtit^ 
ten; and therefore , why he did not 
lay hands upon thofe perfons he 
did Baptize 3 I dare not pofitively 
determine. 

' But this I know , and herein is my 
fatisfa&ion3that the work was done^ 
^nd I do believe the Apoftles are 4$ 
^ood an example > and the thin^ 
of as much wei^ht^Cif nbt more>asftf 
lfi&i7/]p had done jt. * • 

But Oh 1 what weak reafonine h 
here, yet concurring with the reft to 
make voyd the trUth. 

I iihall appeal to any mani^ con^ 
fcience , whetho: this be a fufiEcknt 
ground to keep any foul from the 
3oing crf^his ckity , becaufe he cannot 
fee why Philif did not la^ oa ba»ds^ 
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Surely you or I may fuj 
many things ; but which of us i: 
CO determine which is truth ami 
all ? therefore it is good for 
keep clofc imto this 3 chat it is ' 
way, that wherein the Apoft 
Miniftcrs of the Gofpel did adi 
fter; and that whereunto beli 
1 Baptized as fuchjwere obedient 
it was taught untothem as mil 
Babes, andthat it was a princij 
Chrifts Doftrine, a beginning-i 
of Chrift unto believers : and hi 
let us quiet our felves, not feck: 

" n for chat the Lord doth 



(8i) 
he fcrvicc of God 3 in which fervlcc 
ve arc to walk by rule. And here I 
i^ifli that thofe who walk in fiiixc 
[lommunions^ would confidet what 
lYord ot God they have to bear 
hem oiit in that praftifc , whether 
ver Chrift left iuch a rule to walk 

But fccondly, I anfwtfr,The ground' 

»f our faith in <hii Ordinance, is the 

/VordbftheLofd, which doth not 

>nly asyou have hejtrd difcovef unto 

IS this Ordinance, to be the mind o£ 

rodiinto believers, a way wherein 

t reqiiircs their obedience 5 butiij^ 

icwile difcovers the very end oFrffk 

■dinaiiceito be thepromife^Gted; 

ichpromife God firftmadetmto 

*iham^s the Apoftle bears witnefs 

.3.14. that the bfcffing of >f ^tf- 

might come'CHi theGentiles,thac 

night receive the promifeof the 

it^througb faith. VVhy wc can- 

»H[i€*ve withbuttheSpirlt; yet' 

\gh: believiAg it is , xt\axvf^*^'^ 
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ladc partakers thereof , even 
lepromife , which is the Spit 
/hich promife God renewed , i 
lore plainly difcovercdby theP 
hct Joel^ Joel t,29,2p. which 
Lpoftle takes notice of, 4Bs 2. 
lis was likewifc hinted forth 
ot»thcBaptiftj Mark. I. S. I 
eed Baptize you with water^bui 
[lall Baptize you with the H< 
pirijt : and this our Saviour himi 
eclared, John?. 38,39. He t 
;l/eveth on Wf , out t^ his Brliyl 
sbr;:R(Wrs of Irving ivater: tbift^fo 
'<the Spirit , 'which they thatdidhek 
j^^^gfrtj^^^Now^a^iatl^ij 



(83) ^ .. 

Remjtion efjins^ and you ^aU receive 
the^fp of the Holy Spirit. Frotn which 
Scriptutcs it is manifeft , thit the 
ptomife of the Spirit" is made unta 
believers Baptized > as fuch ; and 
thereforfc the Apoftle in the Z9yerf^ 
doth .apply it unto believers BaptK 
zed^asfiichj as their right and por^ 
tion ; Vor thepromiff «f unttf you^ar^ti 
your Children y and to dB that are afar 
offi even -as mahy '^ajt '^tordour.^m 
fballcaB. Which prbtriifc of God ill 

general was the ground of the Apo- 
Jes afliirance o? faith in thispiir- 
ticular, that God v^^ould giiie,|hii^ 
Spirit in this his own appomtciibnt 
to his people. So that a better 
ground to A<ft upon in any wiay or* 
lervici of God, wecanftot haveitncri 
life -Word andpromifeof Godis. - 
Therefore in the next place ,* fbf 




obedience to God is , 
Firfti ifm which mitkcs a Ibnl ca- 



that whereby .Deufv«» "" 
Mendthip widi thc.J^rd 
S%cn...sWtorp^^^ 

A^' di enter battle or v/^ 
S^egreWftJ£.emy>E 

tJf aeon Ipokco 9^5 ^^ ™ 



^istherc 






!c tp the World, ?^fc« ^5 
^;i/Wiy«&,((aithCbrill 



(85) ' 
ftands i n cx)ntinual need of ; veaj tht 

ufcfalncfs of the Spirit of 6od 3 is 

very much difcovered : Fir ft, in that 

it is the Teacher of the Saints , Tthe 

firft Epiftle of Jdjn 2. 27. But the 

unoin^iKg vphich jou ba^ve received of 

him^ nhiaeth inyou^ andym needmt that 

Mymmn^ teach you y but as the anointing 

teachethyou : Why^ it is the officre qf 

the Holy Spirit , . to be the Teacher 

of Gods peoplcy 7*^^.14.2 6. But the 

Comfbrter^whichi^lihi HolySpirit^f^^ 

the Father mil fend i^wyName^efball 

teach you all things ^ and bring all things 

to your remembrance y whatfoever I have 

faid unto you. Secondly, as he is their 

Teacher , fo he is their Comforter, 

yea, and their Remembrancer, as in 

tkns^6verf. 

So likewife h^ is their Guide, and 

their Leader , Gal. 5 . 18. fo he/is - 

their ftrength^ Ephef. ^.16. yea, by 

the Spirit they have boldnefs at the 

Throne" of grace. Gal. 4. 6. Because 

ye are Sons , God bfttb Jer* ^wvV ^N^« 

.\ G A ^>i^*^^ 



(SO 



tsP'"n\ted«toftheb.^y> 



4« We have incourtgeme^ to 
vak upon God in his way , evtti 
n this Ordinance^ and that nrona^ithe 
renetal piomifes in'the Scripture^ ^ 
jal.^.i6, 2Cvr.i.2o. Lake ii.i$: 

5. A fifth ground ofincQumge- 
nent^ may be drawn iiom the Ilea* 
bns Ayhy theSpirirofGodis^isQi 
Forth unto poor fouls 5 and that 
Brfl:^ fiiom the fouls bemg ia Cover- 
tiant with the Lord : for among the 
many precioqs promifes of tfaeneiiir 
Covenant^ this you fhall findexdb^ 
onc^E/cek^S 6.2j. I will put my Spi^ 
rit widua you^ and caufe you to waik 
in my ftatutes^ and ye (hall keep my 
Judgments ^ and do them : this Ke»* 
ion 3 the Apoftle alfo Renders^ Oal^ 
4. ,6. BecAufc jjou ar^ Sons y Godhath 
feu^ forth the Spirit of his Son, &c^ 

Secondly, from fouls obedience 5 
the promife is made unto.fuch> ABs 
2. 38. & 5.32. fuch as waHc in obe- 
dience>fhall certainb be partakers of 
die Spirit of promil^. 

G iv ^- ^^' 
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^. Another ground oiincbmttgc- 
ment Ifhall mention,niay betaken 
from the Neceffity of the Spirits bc- 
, ing given with it's gifts and fruits 
amongft the people ot Godj and that 
may t>e, 

1. Either, firft, for the Glory of 
God, I Car. 12. j. ^chn 4. 14. Rm, 
12. II. 

2. For the general good of the 
people of God, according to thefe 
Scriptures, I Cor. 12.7. Tbemanife- 
fiation of the Spirit , if given to every 
many to profit withal : and fo he goes 
on,difcoveringinthe 8,9, lo.verf, 
the feveral gitts and fruits of the 
Spirit, from whence proceeds the 
ulcfulnefs of the members of the 
body of Ciirift , one unto another ; 
the Spirit of God Sliding toe-very 
manfeuerAlly as he veiU , as in the 1 1 . 
verf. ^o that the Eye can/wi fay uKto 
the handy J have no need of thee ••, Nei' 
ther the head to the feet, I have »o need 
of ihe^y vcxi. 2X. andthcReafonis 



given;> 'Verf. 1 5 . that ihere jhauld6e m 
fchlfme^ifir dkjpon inthekoif , hutthat 
the memhirs fhould have the fame care 
0ne of^ another : tcsidi ;alfo 14. Ghapr. 
11 virf.zndEfhef. ^.12. 

' 3 .' For our particular good and 
help 3 according to thefe Scriptures^ 
Jud. 20. I Pet.i.22. Gal. 5. 5. and 
theitf. 

Therefore now, let thefe incou- 
ragc you to make ufe of that means 
GiSd hath appointed > even this Or- 
dinance , whenein his people were 
made partakers of his S pirit, 

^uery. But now fomc do Quer 
ftion 3 What grounds we have thit 
pradife laying on of hands, to fepa- 
xrate froni thole who are Baptized ? 
for (fay they) could you have Com- 
munion Math us, we could with you. 

Ahfw. To which I anfwer, and 
that firft : Conlidering the frames 
of your Spirits , your clenial of the 
truth , calling it error and delulion, 
a Do^rincfrombcDtaxV\:)^xv Vww^- 




tion of the Devil , that which is our 
own tradition , a poft we would fee 
up by the pofts of God , that for 
which wc have no better ground 
then the Common - prayer - book> 
A new adminiftration, which never 
was cither taught or commanded by 
Chrift in all the new Tcftament : 
from hence, 

I would Query, by what rule of 
Chrift ic is j that you could have 
Communion with us ; and the cafe 
being thus , we can any longer 
Communicate with you } 

For my part , I muft profefs be- 
fore the Lord , and before the whole 
World, that , how to fatisfie my 
confcicncc, and maintain the truth 
of God,in fuch Communion, I know 
not : if I could, I {hould do it. 

I know it's that they refled.upon 
US, that we want love to them,as the 
ground "why we cannot Communi- 
cate with them. 

5ur the Lord he is Judge, and he. 



knows that it's our love to the truth 
of Chrift 5 and the order he hath 
prefcribed in his houfe^ that will not 
JufFcr us 5 Efpecially as the cafe 
ftands with them 3 as is before 
minded. 

And therefore , if there be any 
bve in them towards us y let us be 
partakers of thofe weighty Reafons 
grounded upon the VVord of truth 5 
which may convince us, that it is our 
duty ftill to have Communion with 
them, notwithftanding their oppp- 
&t ion againft this truth • 

OijeR. But by this fome may fay. 
It feems y that it they did not pppofe 
the truth) you could Communicate . 
with them. 

Anfv. I anfwcr. No, for we have 
no fuch cuftome , neither the 
Churches of Chrift: Search the 
Scriptures, and fee if ever Chrift left 
fuch a rule to walk hfy or that God 
allowed or approved of any fuch 
praftife.We are gkdto Yvwli^^^n^^ 



<^ 



that which is their duty^ ; 
Baptifmej and a part ot th< 
tioa of the houfe of God, 
repentance and feith : and 
to build with them, wit 
principle in the foundation 
prefume to do that, we hav 
rant for , and to make a 
that order God hath appo 
that itt the very foundatii 
{ervice, 

..\ 2. lAnfwer, that we 1 
ground to maintain {< 
ifom diofe , though Bapti 
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which you have beeniaugbt^hether 

irdyor our EpiJUe'^^ndhcrcm were * 

CmnthUm prailed by theApo- 

, which is alfo written for our 

mple, I Cor. 1 1. 2. Now I^aife 

Irelhren^ that you rememler me in all 

1$^ and keep the Ordinances as I ^- 

^ed them unto you. From whence it 

oanifcft > tlf at to keep the Ordi- 

cies as they were delivered^is that: 

ch 13 pi-aife- worthy to the Saints^ 

I pJieafing unto God > and the 

1 and. n^mde of God unto his 

Lu to Communicate with thofe^^ 
; do; deny the laying on oiliandsvP 
L pUt us out of that capacity \ this ' 
experience doth wicnefe tom^- 
^€.Qllgb4)fpeak iQi!^^ 
the oppoliiioniWile?l3ad;:>-whcnl; 
JIlRfuchacondkioh.. . . 

t.ifBjBa%>ifc frcili Ihofe perfons, 
QiMt: '»ot h6ldi the Ondinancesvas 
y.^»*e» fielivered 1 1 aKTc are com- 
ttdsd .iPV^iihdwJdf-y; \ Tkf^ %-Mu 




s Conunand, from thei 

on, inthatthe^raile, pr 
anddifpuce againft the tn 
it a Do3rintfr*rn henea^ 
feit thing 5 which gives 
0X>und to obfei^e the A] 
Donation, 1 Tim. 6. 5. 
vithdrajj^tbyfelf: andcern 
arc! to withdraw firomtl 
are evil in their Coma 
likewife from thoife , whc 
againft ^at: which is 
worfhip of Godiyeaa 
principlecof his ftrvice. 



C^5) 

ally^as many fay^but) radically im- 

braced by the firll Ghurches ; as the 
Hebfews'y the Samaritans^ and the 
Efhefiam^ which were exadly built 
accordkig /to the direftion of Chrift 
htmfelf.- Now this is generally re- 
ceived ^ that though there may be 
Commnhion with perfons , where 
difterences are in circumftantials i 
yet not where they ate in fundamen-* 
f ak : and for this reafon, thofe who 
arc Baptized^ have refufed Commu- 
nion with the Independants; becaufe 
they erre in a fundamental point, 
lihcrefore they cannot build with* 
them i and is not tWs^i^afon ftw«^ 
£3rus, becAtifelayiHgOif^f hinds'^ 
a foundation-Dfefti^^Irfiftd'^lc^^ 
as well as Rcpcntktfcei faittf^ Ba jv^ 
tifmes^and Refurreftlon^and eternal 
Judgement ? th^refCte this being a* 
ff>undation-principIe^ we'ought H6t 
to build with thofe' i ^ho Ste de^ 
ftroyers thereof: and tlierefore for 
this Real&ns we ought- wo^ Wi Corssv- 

maakate with them, *t*^^" 



our ieives guuiy vi lucu u»j.. ; 
that they are (uch , that the; 
livcjis plainly manifeft by the 
ting,printingjpreaiching, and 
tingsThus oppofing thisLaw i 
clc of God5^tf4»-5 . 1 a . and as t 
thus live in ishc. Breach of a 
tnand of God, an oracle, and i 
ciple of Chrifts Dodrinc 5 fo < 
it; |s,that we Gj^nnot havcConn 
coL^ith themr, #chQut trawfg 
the C<ynii|auad<)f %h^ Spirit o 
>yhf|Ee^^ a^^e^ried-io wit 

fromfuph^ I TmA' 3> 4ry J- • 
: f. Becaufc>;w)ieire thcrc.is 



i97) 
Cin two walk together 3 eooceft they ire 

agreed I and faith our Saviour^ ff*^/r- 
in two of you fball a^ee on Earth as 
touching any thing that you fbaU askj it 
fhall be done for mm (fmy Father which 
iS inHearven^ ^ix. l%\ v^. from 
whence it is plain, that where the^e 
is no Union , no Agreement , there 
can be no fellow(hip 5 nb walking 
togetherri no asking the Father fot 
any thing : fot cOniider, how can we 
ask the Spirit of God to be given^and 
that according to his proraife^ witk 
or among them who .do oppofethe 
means^to vvit^layingon of nands?it*i 
abomination unto them' \ andthere^ 
foire how can we have Gbmmunioii 
with them, or they with tis ? 
. ' Surely, if things were righdy con* 
iidered, pur fepafating i^m theiii 
will be found upon as gobd ground> 
if hot better ^ tnen their feparatifig 
fh>m the Independants fo called: foi? 
wherein do they differ , but in Bap^ 
ttzing? thepraftiTeof Baptidtne the^ 



' /»t«>s Bt* now wiwc i*«»7 

■M^»ds , . « an Otd(«»c 
cUifti yet they are good mM 
I hive Coooinumon with, Iw 
LSig whom I have found . 

rit.Aetefote I cannot- 

'^^ I We my take notice,as i 
in bbjeaion made bv for 
ovoaeft the aM>ttted people, ft 

led • Q fay . jbey ! daey ^ 
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:h othcr-^as that thereby his wayes 
d truths {hoiiid be rejected and 
Tle6:ed by them. 

2. To the Objcftion , taufwe*, 
Lt by this thou doeft difcover^hoVv^ 
it thy lovt£ is td' the Lord JeTus 
irift andhis wayes, and how low 
efteeiti thou haft of them , thA« 
)u ptcferreft thy love to the Ctea^ 
e 5 before thy love to thy Ctigi^ 

[t is true ^ it isthdt vvhidiis-thy 
ty, to love thoTe with whom thott 
ft Communion , ( yea thy Enc-^ 
esj ) biit in tfeis thy loviiig of 
^3 thou muft kno W) mat thott are 
walk according to- the Law ^ 
e oi Chrift towards themj for thy 
e towards them , muft be fabor^ 
tfite to thy love unto God and his 
(th: and to this putpofe Chrii| 
^k$3 Aiah i6. huke 14. i6, thai 
OM tMn iwtdfMhff or Ai$ther more 
nhmjheAi mp worth j ofhims^ yea, if 



:,Thou oughteft. to prai 
in itsplace, and to perfor 
ooce It come in Compel 
Cbrift or his truth , tha 
either fuffer the truth o 
feu, or elfe be accounted 
thftc thou haft little lov^ 
wards th^m; I fay, if the 
tby.'Jove towards ther 
Ujuth) that fiotwithfta 
cails upon thee to be 
himjiyet thou wilt not^! 
imke a breach in tb 
ihem ^ thou difcoverf 



-^^u I 



f\\j^ in 



(loi) 
pic 5 for that which is thy duty 

:s particular, ought alfo to be 
, if fd convinced of the truth, 
^uart, 

wcially in the confideration of 
:hat there are feweral perfons 
ft them , that have Apofta- 
From ; this truth and Dookrine 
rift, that have declared for it, 
lave been obedient unto Chrift 
in ; but now deny it , and are 
oppofers of it : which if thou 
nor ground frojoa the Scripmre 
lintam feparation from tnem^'< 
any other account, tk)u couldft 
rcbraiog to order Oommuni-^ 
ivith them. 

ea. But fay (ofAt , I dare not ' 
liem to be a Church of Ghrift> 
7 fay you do j and therefore 
will chaise me, as they have 
xhers , that I do greatly fin in' 
tir^ from them. 
I Anfwer , do thou fbUow 
\ in his 'Wotd > accot^vo%xs:> 
H ^ ^^ 



sot e«» *f *• of «"**" 
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them ? O, fey they [ they leave the 
Church; andO I what agreatevU 
would they make of .this r thereby 
poSetCmg mr feifky as if they had 
done very wickedly. . Nbt to ^o for 
further inftance , Was not- this dit 
pradife of die Bifhopi knd Prelates^ 
and after diem the Presbyterians^ 
ch^ the ladependants ?iandnowk 
Is come to be the ptadife of the Bap« 
Bized peo]^3 whereby it is manifeft> 
chat mis is but onec^cheLaft 0iito 
>fa confufed ^inciple; Wh^n thejt 
cannot overoirri the tnithy they ww 
abcfurtoiay ftumbllngblbcks^in thp 
ivayes of Gods people. 

z^ I A»fwn^ though diey lodc^ 
spocif thmifelves to be a^ Church c^ 
Chrift } yet thou bv* the light <]if 
Tuth manifefled to tiiy SouU doeft 
ee^ that they aoc (hort iiva priiici-' 
>k cfthe foundation thereof. Isnot^ 

■ 

be Chmch of Chrift the houfeof 
^od ? and is not Repentance, faith , 
^ptifmes y laying ock dl UiMs*^>^ 



♦••■jf D^rtoe one*" 
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felves a ehurchotChrift: which if 
they can fo do > we can prove them 
(hort in a foundation-principle of 
the fervice thereof^and fo diforderly. 

For confider ^ is it according to 
the rule of Chrift, to admit of per- 
fons^ though Baptized^ toCommu- 
xiion^ that inall (ay. ofa principleof 
dhe foundation ^ of the iervice of 
God^ upon which he ftiould ftand to 
go on to jperfedion 3 Itisalye, that 
which Cnrift never taught, tnough it 
be in fo manywords declared? Sure- 
ly fuch a pradife God will never 
own 5 neither dare we , 1^^ he dif- 
own us. 

But here I (hall take liberty to 
write Mr. ColUers own Argument, 
for the difcovering ofa true t^hurch 
of Ghrift , in the 6xft Page of his 
book of Right conftitution : faith he, 
3, A true vifible Church of Ghrift, 
,,c6n{ifteth both of matter and 
^,form, or of fubjeds and order: 
:>i f^^y feith he^ ii is CVvtv^'^.YlvN^ 



3a)Cannoi; be Chriits Kju^^^^, 
Siwely^if what Mr. ColUfr 
and this truth of Chrift ^ i 
Ihying oti of ha«ds, were : 
weighed y what could he ha 
Ken more agalnfthinifelf:) am 
mehisc^e? therefore lei's ti 
ihghe hath thus (poken, whe 
cbch own the fomv and o 
Chiifts houfe : which is plaii 
nifeilhe doth not ;;fbr in th<' 
as you may fee, frcMn the 7 o 
the end thereof 3 he pppoft 
dple of his Dodtine ^ a p 
J-*'on of the fetvice 



jfiring^ that they would with the 
•blc Bereans^ fearch the Scrip- 
res , to fee it what I have faid be 
or BO ; that they would ferioufly 
ngh, as in the light of God ^ the 
ings laid down in'thisdifcourfc, 
ving their Eyes up towards God 5 
owing what is written^That they 
lich leek the Lord underftand all 
bigs, Pr£>i;. 28. 5, 
Further, my defirc is , that if in 
cir Gonfciences they do finde any ^ 
nvidions of the truth herein 
[crted,thcy would take heed of op- 
>{injg of it, and that , left they be 
imdTfighters againft God. 



i^^— »— — ^— iM I !■! — ^^»^— ^— M^l^— 1^1^Wi»^« 
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An A N s w B n 

"o a difcoutfi cwtaimftg ^0\SLptcn in 

opfofiMn to thif prmtple (fChriiis 

BoBrine^ ( to mt ) laying on cf 

hands upon ielievers Bap*- 

tiJ&edy as fftchi 

I Having ajlnoft ended. my for- 
mer dikourfe for the prefs ^ it 
being a difcovcry godviindicati^ 
on of the trudx j tkcre was prefenred 
to my hands a book ( ntviog no 
Name thereunto) confiftifigc^two 
(heets oEpaper, put fonb^as it doth 
appear untoine^ by iGbveral p€f fons 
in bppofition to this (^xxtiBanjCCof 
the Lord JefusGhnft; (tp wit) lay- 
ing on ot hands Upon believers Bap- 
tized, as fuch. 
To whi^b^ asthe]U)rdfhallheIp 



(I top 

tnc , ( with as much fobcrne 
tnockrauaQjoddng a% little n& 
pojfible I cftQ A OS daeirreprq 
fpeeches of us , and of the trut 
cording to die meafiire I ha' 
ccived, (having this opporti 
give a brief an^r thereuntit 
pine it may more tend to the 
vidion of pcrfonsj it beiag pa 
larly anfwered; ahhough thi 
ftancc chcrcof is already anf 
in my book: likewifenotdoul 
but that other Servants of G 
who may be more able, will, a 
ftiall give opportunity , raor( 
vindicate his truth from the < 
fers thereof. 

Their book^as I have alrea^j 
deth confift of 4 Chapters. 

Firil, ofthefeveralendsofl 
on of hands. 

s. What laying on of hai 
not , and cannot be meant j Jh 
2 verf. 

3. VVhat laying on ofhar 



and muft be meant there. 

4, TRat the laying on of hands 
pradifedby feme in thefe dayes ^(cm 
all Baptized believers^ was navet 
Inft ituted. Commanded, nor jpi:a&ir 
ied ^ all by Jefus Chriil or his* 
Apoftles, in all the New Xs&a^ 
onent. 

Now dieir jfoft Chap^r coxiuiisxs^ 
{accgcdingtotheir Judgement,) !dic 
tcv^al ends ofJaying^Dnofiiaads^ 
and they a££ dnee. 

I . For healing of the fick. 

2., )Foc minifttiog or ^wli^ !tbc 
£Ktra6rdinary gifts cf^she Ho^ 
Spirit. 

3 • For ordaining andifipoimiiiiji 
bfOfficers. c 

' Unto the firftandlaftoftbefe^ I 
ftiail not nowfp€£dc 1 having fpokcfx 
ttiy Judgiement^ and ConfcienGe dT 
cbem, in the ^beginning oFxnybooky 
Which I ik^hope, isaccordiiig$uin> 
crutk« 

hod thei^ore 4haU )}ow cake a 




(Ill) 

Uctle notice of what is written ,' 
the other particular; defirinj 
Reader to conlidcr of what I 
written to the other two, in tb 
ginning of my bookj 

Andnow whereas they layd 
and thereby would affirm , tha 
ing on oi hands wasforgivin 
Extraordinary gifts of the " 
Spirit; and for thcproof of this 
fay that Peter and Joh>i^ to this 
ktd their hands upon them at S 
rM, Ads 8.17,185!^. 

I anfwerj firft , that the end o 
Ordinance is miflcd by the Ax 
or Authors of this book : for th< 
of this Ordinance is the pror 
Spirit , which God will give 
thofcj who from the heart obc 
Doftrine,are followers of his ti 
ing : for the gift of the Spirit i 
promife of Codtoallthofc wl 
obey him, JBsi. 38^8: 5.32 
which promife of the Spirit I 
end of this Ordinance ; whid 



IS aSKgned thereunto^ fee Aaf 
and to which end the Apo^' 
id adounifier it > that thofe 
s, to wit> belcevers > who by 
obedience were under tiii« 
fe of God , might receive it of 
whofe gift this was3 and who 
not the ApoiUes, didcomliHi^ 
it unto his people ) as thefc 
ires do minefs^ Eph^.4.6.A8i 

[ Anfwe): y that the givitig the 
uxiinaiy gifts of the Spirit^ 
^vcr propounded as an end of 
on ot hands ^ neither can our 
ts prove it^that peribns by thcs 
fion to this Ordinance (hould 
takers of the miraculous eiftk 
Holy Spirit y or tltt^i^ions 
>expedthis or thit^fticu-^ 
t thereof s but that as before^ 
igjhc be partaker tf the Spirit 
mfe ; that whereas now they 
^j^faechemfebrest 9iqcox^vc^ 
1 \ xa 



Vjr'f-' c\,AnC&i V^f'"' 



anos's 'then of fttBchire <he 

ft qr. fruit ofcachoftherli, fctfi? 
tbc end : for poor'Soiik^byrtieir 
dv^K* iiuio Cbt,ift_, OTc made 
wbcrs «f :che - S pifk - 6f pii)mffe, 
icl!isiiheBt««lua«r'ofWhi£f«{l« 
nitsinAcihv i' ■ - 
:. Wc may sibferve , tb^f the 
ruktton of (his tBifoburfe fcciiiA 
fed, atxi in-ihcfeftpl«ct,-thS)t 
ich is Hntn«c«8irniM , itbynti 
t laying on of hands was for ^- ' 
g die Excraor^iiaiy gHrs -ttf-ttp 
ills) 'it's flo-iHarvaa theyftptd^ 
1 4h€mfelvos iiwa (b msrw'rii^i- . 
ten toKierilandings DfthoKthit ' • 
ajfc « , mi thelwrdiCeiTffir|k 
y ^t 'upon thferayv^htiiefr fi^ 
liDusi jMpnems !lbouttbis;fl;phi 
khl pray God-fiwBivethan, TO 
iylcn(?w hotwhatrfflsy do-; i^n^^ 
tii^t pm an tnd fo ^i"!:' nf^ 
lapterionly .■-"'' 1 

( fb<ll cake J Iitaen»tice<]ftbs. 
' 1 » -"wtv^^ 




weight of ihofeReaibns which ihcy 
bring to prove, that the end of this 
Ordinance is the miraculous gifts of 
the Holy Si>irit. 

And their great Rcafon is, bc- 
caufe the Samaritans j jiBs the 8, 
were fuch as did believe, ■wfr/. ij. 
and did receive theWordofGocl) 
terf. 14. and were Bapii/ed, verf. 
16. all this, Giy they, could not bC) 
unlcfs they had already received 
the ordinary mcafurcs of the 
Spirit. 

Af.j'jf. Firft, I cannot but take no- 
tice » how this Reafon doch hoW 
forth, that there is no receiving of 
the Holy Spirit by that Soul, who 
is already Partaker of the Spiritj 
but what is in an Extraordinary 
manner; which how falfethisis, I 
fhall leave to the Experience of be- 
lievers to prove , yea, to the Railcn 
of this Reafon,if fo be they have the 
Spirit of Cod. 

a. Whereas they fay, we cannot 



(117) 
believe vWthout the Spirit; I An- 
fwcr, that unto thqfe who do be- 
lieve , who receive the Word of 
God 3 tnd areBaptizedy is the pro- 
mife of the Spirit made : fee 6aM.j . 
14. li/st tke ilepng of Ahraham 
might iome on the G Miles y that we 
might receive the Wemife of the Spirit 
thmtg^fai^. VVhy, we cannot bo* 
lieve without the Spiritjyetjthrough 
beliievkig, thofe that do believe^ are * 
madci partakers of the promife 
thqebf : fee likcwife John 7-iiyi9. 
iaim bur Savii^ur j ' he that helieveA 
^»me^4ut ifhif telly jhaBfiQw Rivmef 
iivii^ neater i thifheff^e'cftheSfkit^ 
which they that did believe fbomld re* 
cfive: fron> xi^JsncelmigntReafon 
as before. But ftirtlier, we may ob- 
fcrve^ that this promife of the Spirit 
the, Apoftle doth annex unto .^ith 
and Baptifmc, ^a^f 2. 38. Where 
(aith the Apoftlc^ Repent and.be 
Baptized for the Rcmiflion of fins^i 
and you ftiall receive tVvt ^%1 ^^^fc 
HolySpirit. 1 ^ fJ^i^n- 



aid thcjr wctOiMkbi mu, 
«f-«'«li7.«>r<».;Sotha 



»M'Ph«ne»*m»i!: 



«f this nature in it^ (DbKetadife^ 
fieetn in bdieven li^ilsrofthis trndi? 
fpirituai gifts are fuch things be-^ 
lievers ihould covet after ^ for they 
are very ufefiii, i Car. 14. i. But 
furely this parts and gifts without 
wifdomc, wnich is profitable to du 
te& to niake a rightand good ufe c^ 
them^ doth but puffup the foul^ as is 
too appirent this day. Therefore our 
defire is^ not fo nmch to minde the 
meafure of receiving , as making a 
goodiifejof what we do receive, and 
fcttping clofe to the appointments 
of .our God , wherein is our fafety 5 
becaufe he hath there promifednis 
prefence, and will there give forth 
his lovcsy EfdJ/^. 5 * Cant.y. 1 1. 

So that I hope ^ofe that have not 
their hearts prejiidiccd againft this 
truth of Chrift,niay plainly fee your 
miftake, in making. that the end of 
this Ordinance which is not, though 
it may be an efteft or friiit thereof, as 
I have already proved it vi^s Vk^ 



r* 



; an cffctSki or; fruic ofothcf Oiv 
iriccs of Chiift J as of Preaching 
. Prayer. -But let's further coiifi)-l 
i'ls not this a wile whereby Sa- 
i labours, to make void this trutii 
Chrift>ashe hath done toothers}; 
,us . cunnittgly he works , when! 
aptifmc , as to ihe right fubjicdl«i 
jid prailife thereof, is found out! I 
Djfaith he,iilis to bclicvcrsand ihciri 
Children; and wiry? forcuxumcifi*' 
on was to Ah^ham and his faxf ciaai 
thus would keep up that oldrelick 
and Pillar pf^d^yowj and that pra- 
ftifo which from the beginiring i 
was not fo i Nctihcr is now, bixsfle 
bC'God', the myftery of Iniquity f 
fecrct , Burtliai God hath abundkn 
lj» difcovcrcd her,iand madcbar&t' 
skiucs thereof ; and ir is nowthrou 
the good hand of God plalihly t 
covered, that there isnownofco 
Ahraha.H according to the flcfh' y 
the mKuraIJeW5y whoarofccif 
for rhcir Fatlicrsfakc vY^t^hai 




riglit to {Jromife or Ordinances, 
without believing in our Lord Tefus 
Ghrift, untitthc yVonl of God be 
fdlfiUed) ^atis^i^ time expired> 
that theffidtiefs of tfie Gentiles^ 
ing comein^ th^nalllfraelAiaillW: 
iavedjj^ofding as'ic is writi^n^ik. 
nrChapti; ■ • •■ • * .- -^ ' •:^^' • . 
Tiicre are other rcafons^which rfic^ 
Ao urge^ though to as little purpoft ; 
buttheTabfiance6^:thetn being ah- 
filtered in thisy and fuUy confuted ih 
my bod^; I fhaU' pa^ thembver^ 
and profockl to theit focond Qhai^ 

• Whkh dotih5odWtain<aecording tb 
thdir '• 'j0dgniewcs> )^ whieh^ of thoft 
lAyiiig:6n; of hands ly nOfiBjand cannot 

I ^ How^beforfcyou tefolwe:thisr(J[tg6t 
fiafcui^iyou ^rantthiat a laying ^1491 
tt»nSds Is ap princf{)d<5 oi Riehgion^ 
and a pare of the^^iindmitwl oi 
ChrtftjanbiMidingy *f^^. $v ii, & 
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nd yourReafon is, becaufc the 

y Spirtc by this Penman, doth 

ton it aoiongll tliofe principles 

Religion , as repentance, faith, 

ptifnje, the Refurrcdionjand etcr- 

IJudgment; and thcfc granted by 

I under the leaft profcflion of 

Jhriftianity, to be the foundation- 

^oiftrines. 

I havcthought igood to raindc your 
Rcafon , becaufc it doth fully prove 
laying on of hands to be a principle 
of Religion, anda nartofthefoun- 
dation of ChriAian building. 

And therefore in the firft place , j 
is well that the Word of the Lor 
hath (o much weight upon you, th 
you dare not deny it j but that y 
do confcfs it to he a foundation-pr 
cipic, a part of the foundation 
Chriftian building. I am glai 
fee you thus far own the truths vvl 
makes mc hope, you may inr 
cpmc to a fuller acknowlcd^ei 
thereof 3 and to Ccc vjV.ctcir 



( ^ ^5 ) 

are miflakenj and that when your 

demifes and denials will be found tcp 
lidit) being weighed in the Balance 
ofthe SandMary. 

3.1 {hall examine^which of thofe 
laying on of bands 3 you iay is noti 
and cannot be chat meant ^ Het^ 
6.2. 

And fiirft , you fay it cannot be 
meant ^ of laying cm hands for hea« 
ling ; and that for thefe Reafons« '- 
I . Becaufe the ^ift oi healing, by 
laying onofliandsyis now ceafed.Bue 
you might better have anfwercsd ^ 
becaufe this laying on of hands was 
never laid down a fo«ndation*prifi« 
ciple : and this is that^ which it you 
pieafe may be work for you, or a« 
thers) vAiO are more oftnat minde 
dien you arc, to make appear , chat 
<verit was fo laid >down, as a foiin-* 
da^ien-principle. As for laying ad 
ot hands for healing > I dogrant, 
KhatnodDCou^tto^ unle{sh« is 

panakcrjof ttwc gifc of healing, 4od 



J-«c any Wirtt .i,4c| fhis 

g/hoffaitb, thehealiogt 

ttcular member could nc 
?he wholp bpdy ^s a ij^^ 

doth this c;o«fiiti(? Mr Ha; 

which he drtws from 5/4y 

the i8x/ that laying on of 
hf^mg 135 thefft-inciple r. 

fu' ^' *•• •»« that book < 
lufly anfwcred by bAiGriffi 

3. I would have you lai( 
this was not the way thofe 
oel(eve , and were Bapti 
Wfit upon Chrift in ^r 



believeid -pot ; Buj thft .'way of iGod 
for believers , to wait. wpo» hini.in> 
ifli the tinjeof ficknefsj-wai prayef 
and ^HQinting v;?ith jQile > 'asinfbe 
beginning ofnjy jlK)ok 1 havc.di^ 

COVCl-Cfii ■,:■,■,; .-..."r.r.'-r ..• .;...;'. 

Burfgc^ndlya ywfey.,,*l?«iftyr 
ing. cv) .0f faaindi iot giyine.th^ Eir 

traqrdingiy gifts t«t:(heiBoly^piifil5» 
cannot .liie here oai^ant, and t)i^'flfipf 
thefe:B«»fon5 : • . , : - ; : 

i.iBecaufe ctee; jpomiex x^ giving 
the Extraordinaire sifts i)k ijfViHQ'^J 
Spirit -is iK)>y fca/ed; : 

2* iBecaufc jihis l^yiog pnf>f hH»ds 
cannot be the principle* ifri.i^. ibcfr 
caufe;hat laying on (^bitods is iheiit 
^allfyiat-Dp^finfii'verf. t, and 2. 

3 . Becaufe. if' thU iayiing on ©f" 
handsj (to wit^ppom i^elievers Ba|>ti- 
z^3 9& (kif hsMif re the itriocipU^ tke» 
this, Ohurph of thp Hebr/ews>tbe fiidj 
confti«nfi4 Cbwrch ©f Ghrift i» all 
the ihl»w. Teftamenc after €hrifts 
Ai^ente > wb^ is. ( iay you ) the 



y- .t. , . 



itmc with that) in ^H; the Hrft { 
Jecond Chapters 5 hid wanca 
Irinciple in Religion ; which « 
f M>furd to Imagine. Thcfe 
rRcafonsj that the laying o 
lands we praftife j cannot be i 
licant, Heb, 6.i, Unto thcfe R 
pnS) as the Lord ihall help i 
I fhall particularly give anfwcr. 
J Firft, taking notice that hei 
lill affirmed, that which never i 
le proved, but is already difpro^ 
pat laying on of hands was o 
pr the giving the Miraculous g 
r.t "'y Spirit J Thereforcll 



'(129) 

then rbcy had through the preach- 
ing of theWordjbut thou^h through 
their preaching the. Word, thcHc3y 
Spirit . was: given ) ji^j lo. 44, as 
well as^ through laying on of Jhands^ 
^as 19^6. yet.it i was never in the 
Apoilles power i to beftow it upon 
any 3 As is Ignorantly imagined^ 
and as I have already made taap- 
pear ; and therefore fo to think^v«erc 
abfurd and ridiculous : for it isLthc 
;ift of God, ASs ?5. 32. and^^ 

.20. ■■ •■ ■; 

2^. I anfwer J you do much mi- 
ftake your fclves , for the power of 
Iving the Holy Spirit jis not ceafed, 
fr Gods hand is not (hortened, he ii 
^ the fame yefterday , to day, and foe 
ever : he tnat is unchangeable, is the 
giver thereof J the Lord Jefus re- 
ceived of his Father this promifc, 
and this promifc^hc hath given, and 
^ doth ^i^e , and will yet make good 
unto his people, Eis^ch^ 3^^ 2^. ABs 

. air 38? 35^. 



•*^j 
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But to ftrengtheri youj 
you fay that this appears i 
led , by the pra^tife there 
day: ior though fo man; 
have hands laid upon the 
end, yet thofc Extraordii 
ha,ve never followed to ai 
than i but both they and i 
nilkacors are, and rcmai: 
•men,. 

:Aj^\p. Firft , minde yo 
ality: the power is not eea: 
is the fame. 

2. Whereas you fay, w 
it to this end; lanfwer. 

That here agam you a 



it is vci^ trtie ; but w^inay ei&l^ 
fee your fore, which I wi(h the Ix^d 
may heal among you , and that is 
this 5 if you could fee a (ign or 'S 
wonder 5 you would believe ::Btifc 
take hedd you may not be as unwt>r^ 
thy of it^ as the geheratkm uht(S 
wltoni ehriftfpakej, j*fii^ ifrij^^Si^;: 
& i6yiyi^ 3* and4. - --- 

For my fe If, it waS'my Ttidgmem:^ 
and praft ife in this way ofbod, thjir 
1 ought to be c4)edictit 3 not fot Vy!i4tf 
I fhould receive , btit becaufc jW' 
Lord Tefus taught aiM left fbch at 
way for believers to- wait upon 
him in. Yet I would have you know^ 
I did nevitk yceld obedience untpf 
Chrift in any of his wayesj but I did 
iiidea;ybtitr to exemfc fetth upon ^ 
him thdrein , and that for his pre- 
(eBC€ and Blefling with me in them : 
and this ImuftteUyotti di^titisal 
totten^principlc;, and that wWch 
God wiH never approve <)f j fpt any 
•jne t« ycikl obcdKttx toXimw*^ 



whp have upon fuch ere 
mitted , propounding Iw 
benefits to themfelves : tY 
of their ends, they have 1 
ded, and fo have rejeded 
oiftheLordj andthegoc 

God. 

Alas, we may fay,, wr 
done all, wc are unprc 
vants , and haying don< 
will of God, we nave 1 

tience. 
We doTOnfcfs wc arc 

poflible may come un< 



r .^ A — ^/Xl^ rv*x7t^r 



(133) ■ 
need to be taught again: but this is 

our Comfbrt3 that God doth in any 
meafiire accept of us ; and though 
we have biit a little ftrength, yet it's 
our duty to hddfeft the Word of 
the Lord ; and in fo doing , we are 
confident he willapprove of us. Rev. 
3.8,^310. Bit this we know, that 
the people of God , though never fo 
much indued with his wifdome, 
were ftill fools in the wife Worlds 
account 3 as poffible we may be in 
youreyes : and though we arc fo ac- 
counted by you , yet learn to know, 
that God makes ufc of foplifh in- 
ftrumcnts. 

And therefore farthci: to this , I 
may fay , that what God beftows 
upon us in this, or any of his waycs. 
It is our duty to be thankful to him 
for : and if we can learn this leflTon, 
to make a right ufe of what wc have 
received , we may be confident of 
. receiving more frofti God, 

Likewifc to call tV\is ^ igt\tiCA^^^ 



: It s ngnt uic 3| wniwi iwt 

.lone Tcafon in a wroi 
apjHyed 5 and now by 

.rcj<?ded. 

Your fecond Reafon i 
laying on of hands ca 
principle 5 bccaufe this ] 
hands is there called a 
but that laying on of h 
the Holy Spirit 5 was 
taught in all the New Tc 
hotbythctp thatpradi 
I anfwer, firft, taking 
thcoppofcrs ofthistru 
t^rce not ; for Mr Ha 



^omlC^^V^Mar^Jiii. l9.wrf.SLnd 
WbcKiffino he affirmed in his dispute 
with Podor Chamkrlaiigf thet laying 
on of ^ndS} in ^^f $^and ASIsil9,(. 
is not, a Doctrine p^afticabk to all 
Saints ^ buc was difpcnfed for ithc 
confirmation of the Gofpel;and tbis 
is Mr Perrjes Judgement^as^pu may 
fee in the I? page of his book j and 
fo they underftand Ifek 6. 2 . ^erf. 
to hold forth : ,fo; that the :^<>RC 
holds forth laying on of hands fc« 
healing) to be the foundation^pan^ 
dple,^^^. ^.2. andtlieoth^rtwcb 
to be for the Conftrmatioo of the 
GofpqJ 5 and fo a foundation-prin- 
ciple, , u minded to^eiHebrawSi 

But no\v as J^.Harrifon and Mr, ; 
Kiffin differ cafh from other J fodo 
thefc differ likewifc from: th?m : for^ 
fay they p laying on oChtiads herc^ in 
Ueb.6. -2. was upon perfons to 
office^ All which as you have 
hcard^ and ipay plaiij^ly fee, compa* 
ring Spiritual things io^b« ^ ^^s^ 



3. That the Apoftlcs 
nifterunto believers in th 
that this praftife of theii 
were obyedicnt to ^ I thii 
not deny. Nqw this bpi 
hath been plainly manif! 
4^jb£adiing3 nQtonely< 
lei p but of Chrift him 
w^om they rqqeived theii 
for what tl;K!y c^d y thej: 
fa» for you to a£rm th< 
never taught this unto 
l^gw what i$"tju»^ biit 
upon the Spirit of God 1 



(13?) 
them^ that they might receive the Holy 

Spirit.^ r^^Qw were thefe believers 

at Samaria in the Expectation and 

prafkife of that the Apoftles never 

taught them ? Surely ^ you have 

caule to be humbled for this your 

vvrefting of,, and deceitful dealings 

with the Word of the Lord. 

Again, herein you may fee, what 
confuiSon God leaves you to , who 
are oppofers of this truth : for Mr. 
X/^i^, he affirms in his difpute with 
J)oGtox Chamberlain ^ that though it " 
were a principle and Dodrine of 
Chrift , (to wit, laying on of hand$ 
upon believers, ) yet ought not to 
be pradifed 5 but yoodeny it to be 
either principle or Dpclrine. Sure- 
ly by this wc may fee, that Satan 
will leave no ftpne unturned, if pof- 
fible he can overturn the truth. 

Your third Reafon is , becaufqif 
this laying on of hands (to wit,upon 
believers Baptized as fuch) were the 
foundation - principle > xVvtxv xk^^^ 
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'^iiiki 6, I, 2. Ms there 
^ited" ; which laying on ( 
minde was upon perfon: 
. \fJi»fvi I dogrant) th 
•^hsMds upon' prions 
"ihecDoiaxiiie ot TeftChti 
hunM^l^aMA minde unto 
a»hcir«iflthfty'6iight}as t 
Cttfion,^ be ex!i^ifed,& 
eobclof dh6 bddy^of Chi 
deHy'ttvaiG^ofdlbg^ the 
JT^MV eivejii iir^tkiy '600 
ifiall' tiAndbi ^'<Mi 
Chftpt. that la^^Srig on ol 



037) 
3* Y0ufay,the laving on of hands 

lipon believers as fuch, tor the recei- 
ving of the Spirit 3 was never once 
taught in aH the New Teftament 5 
no not by them tkat pradifed it. 

Arjfpp. Firft, th^tt the Apoftles did 
teach this unto believers as fuch^ fee 
the fecond Reafon^or ground^ in my 
book, laid down for the proof of this 
truth of Chrift , which you may 
take notice of for the Confutation of 
thisAflertion. 

2,1 anfwer further, that this were 
very ftrange^that the Apoftles fhould 
adtninifter in this way unto belie- 
vers , whereunto believers as fuch 
were obedient, ( as I have fufficient- 
ly proved , ) and yet this way or 
piradife by the Apoftles was never 
taught themj they not once(fay you) 
taught or inftrudtcd thereunto : what 
may we gather from this Teaching 
ot yours ? why furely this, that thcrje 
were fome wayes, wnerein the Apo- 
ftles did adminiftler, and ^tvtttxissM:^ 



that they were not unc 
pray you y to what enc 
ccive it ? why 3 furely I 
fon they did not receive 
fay^ they had not layinj 
to this end 3 becaufe t 
the. Extraordinary gift 
Spirit without it J an( 
^Sj4. I, 2, 3,4, 5.1;^; 

To which I anfwer, 
thttc faid to receive the 
were under the prom 
without any more Ba] 
water : this was the p 



(i45) 
ledthemmt^ 4f//tr4j^© Bethany > ^ni 

iift up hirkinds and Me [fed them : and 
Ads i- 5. ( faith Chrift to his Dif- 
cif^es,) John truly Safitedvptl^ v^ 
tevy hat you jhaB be Baptized mth the 
ifUy Smrit^ rM manfdsL'^es hence : fee 
veff.the/^.- 

Now though if were thus wich the 
Apoftles 5 and thofe who were im- 
mediately* under this promife ; yet I 
do affirm^thac thofe ti*ee Thoufand^ 
who are ih ABs a. 41. and 42^ verf. 
there faid glady to receive the iVord^ 
andto be Biftizedy and were added t» 
ihif Churchy were undci^ this pradife 5» 
and that) 

I. Becaufe they (twpwitotbofc 
fpoken of in the 41. and 42 vetf.J 
were not imniediately Under the 
promife 3 (as .thofcl|)oikenofinthc 
2) 3) 4. and 5 verf. ) but I may fey 
conditionally^ as the Apoftlefeith 
'verf. 38 : km 3^ • Repent srd le Bap- 
tized for the Remifion fffins y andjom 
fbM ftceive the gift i^^H Hi^ly Sijjwu - 



.-HT-.y- .-i\, 'C>. 



rity unto faith am Bapti 
2. If the Apoftles d 
laying on of hands unto 
jiSs 2. 41. they had be 
in a princi^clpt Chrifts 
what Ghr^ taught urn 

Butdii£ Apoftles did t 
90 of hands tothefe Jew 
and 12. compared witl 
veif. doth.awiifeft; ai 
were not: -d^ftiye in ( 
drine; whiii^ Hebrews 1 
cpokSioay were the Jew 
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toki the Jews 3 in'^fl'^ 2. 38. that 
God would make good this promife 
of givjinghis SpiritJUhto theiiij upon 
their obedience unto him 5 whether 
you will ftill affirm, that he did not 
AQ: in the Hame manner 5 for thefir 
being madepartakcrsthcreof ^ asihc 
did with thofe at Samirid^ A6ts:2b(X 



or Lyfri^^ as ' inirifay-lioojc i faiv* 



Suoely^ Iithinky iipon due cofifidc-* 
ration© i^ou dai;e nbtfo affirm 5 Nei* 
therndeny wharliiawewrittenjand 
herpineierycdi rolidtfaith;.. /: ?• 

So imr; K doth djppe^r in thetswi'; 
clHikmiof the Exami nation of your 
fecoiKl Ghiapt. idia t you are miiikakcai 
in thc42^ihgon.oth4nd£i whichjiay 
you 5 is not arid cannot be meant^ 
Hek6Sz^\ •■, . .;-;;'•- ..,•..! • 
- Your 3; Chapter contains) accor- 
ding to your miflaken Judgementi 
what laying on ofi-baiYtfis. v^ ^»is^^ 



.- .i<7 x^inwcr to.yourie 
ton , in your fecond Ghj 
which I fliallforiheconi 
this Argumcntrcfer you. 
But only thus much, I, 
ther mincfcyou, that this 
oi hands upon believers, as 
theDoarineof Chrift, 
The Word or Oracle of ( 
S- "'■ ■^frf. and that for 
fon; becaufe Goddidbci 
toitbyhisSpirit,v<a8.i7 
which if compared wtth - 
is plainly difcovered, that i 
did; bc»r witnefe to by the i 



(149) 
:olhandsm Lake ^1.12, hjerf. as you 

may fee Mr. Griffith takes notice 
thereof in the 3 8 Page of his book of 
ithc! 6h ipr incipleS; * ? : 

MoW' to your fecond ptopofition : 
fay ;youiit is nfeltftci^ for Ijealing the 
fickyvnor for giving the Holy Spirit 5 
hath been .already proved in your 
fecbhd Chancer ;■ • ' •'';:: 

To which la^fwer , that it was 
not for healing tlie*fick , I have al- 
ready granted.: ' - But- that it' Was for 
the givmgof thfc'Moly Spfirjty I have 
as ybtt may plainly fee, m my Expo- 
fition of your fecond Chapt. plainly 
difcovered j-and therefore your con* 
clufioh proves 'fftlfe, that itmuft be 

- for appointing e>fG0icers, 
: a; YoMr fecond Argument 5 tfeat 
kying on of hands upon oftieci:?, 

' muft be here meant ; : becaufe 1 aying 

^ on of hands 3 Heh\ 6. i. is called a 
J)6^ine 5 and therefore muftbc a 
Jiving bn5of ha ndsr, wh ich h fSttic- 

-^w here dfe laughtj but tht oxtv^V^^- 



"lingular Nnmber; the 
^' be but one laying on 
*' thatis called here a prin 
"jot more, as fooicwouj 
^' fefc then it ftiOuld be lay 
^hands inthcphiral Nun 
Thcfe are all your owr 
whifch I do thBitathcr cite 
Idbiavm thcroltb be words 
but J- ptayyou:* v/ho won 

m the pluial-bf Umber ?v» 
yo» felvcs ; and therefbn 
Off^jjhat herein you ate alTc 
fflw-«grce not in crucifyii 



Example 5 which is of Weight 3 and 
oughtto be followed : 

But whereas you fay 3 we have no 
Command for the laying on of 
hands upon believers ; Surely !> if 
fuch a Command as here you bring, 
would have fervcd youy your mouths 
had been long before this flopped j 
for is there not as much comniand 
from the Apoftles^ pradife in thcjfe 
Scriptures, ABi 8. 17. and 19.* j^*. 
as there is for wharyoH affirm, ftoiti 
AB% 13.3. But this* know, for ^ovhat 
I now plead, we have Cortimafid as 
well as Example , as is fully difco^ 
vercd in anfwcr to- t;his Objefiibn 
made by you, (to \vit3 ) that weiiave 
no coftunand for lajrins on-dth^nds 
upon believers Baptized as fucK; ' 

3 ; Your third Arguiiierir^ betanfe 
this laying on of hands, (to wit) on 
officers, this Church of the Hcbrcw$ 
had praiftifed a'mongft thcm^y^^^^^l'tf, 
chcy laid, their hands *ttpon thc'Dca- 
cons td affi?*('fhen!if t© o5ic(i t,\5vk 



pradifed in this Cfhur< 
brews, I do grants anc 
be the pradife of allChi 
matter of appointing 
being the way and on 
bis k)ufe , according 
finde occafion thereoi 

But that this laying 
was ever laid down the 
principle in Heb.$.i. I 
I. Becaufe laying o 
A3s6.6. wa^s (as I ha 
my book) upon part icu 
were fet apart lor part: 



who were fit to beimployediothe 
woric of the Miniftry , fuch as the 
/Vpoftlefpeaks of in Heb. 5 . 14. wb 
Ij Reason ^upSy hadtheir fences exer^ 
cifedio difcern both goml^nd evil. . Such 
who were gone beyond thofe fpoken 
of in the 12. and 1 3 verf. being in a 
Capacity of Teaching others , and 
therefore this laying on of hands 
cannot be tiiat meant>. H^^. 6.2. 

But we may fafely conclude , that 
laying on of hands upon believers^ 
for the receiving of the Holy Spirit, 
may be here meant 9 and that for 
thefe Reafons. 

!• Becaufe every Babe is capable 
thereof 4 , which tliey are not of the 
iformer« ; 

^^ Becaufe every Babe hath need 
thereof 5 \ Which he hath not of the 
former. 

3. Becaufe we finde Babes in the 
praftifc thereof, AB$ 8. 17. AQs 
19.^. yea, the Hebrews , when 
Babes , were in this praAife \ tK<^^ 



r' 



their beginning, to wat 
another j then they arc u 
fome amongft themfdve 
to their wifaome, (who 
into whofc hands, in tt 
Ghrift, they give author 
ting the Charge of the h 
untothem^. 

Alfo we finde the fc 
tficfcrviceof God laid , 
imro God built > b^or^ 
offiiers chofen amongft 
tliefc Scriptures do witm 
ia^>?34* Ct1apt.14.23. 



(157.) 
fition, whereas you fay , that none 

of the other laying t)n of hands was 
pradifed amongft thenf): tlus is falfe; 
for the contrary hath been already 
pi-ovcdi that the Jews in ABs the 2. 
were under it ; yea, thiy \yerc in the 
pradife thereof , as it. was milk for 
BabeSjH^it. 5. 12. fothat, (as your 
former Arguments did not,) neither 
doth Jbis; prove the slaving on. of 
hands upon: perfons' to cmce , to be 
the foundation-principles Heli 6. 2. 
verfe. / .'.;••; . . . / 

4. Your fourth Argument is thisi 
*Becaufe. this laying on of haod$ 
<to wit) upon officers, onely remaifts 
in force j: the other twQ. not capable 
ito be piraftifed, nor have been for 
many; bundped of years. , ; «^ 

■ :j;.Wh«eas 7011 fay, thi^ laying 
ockof hflhds^*(lo wif > upojn pifiqcrs ) 
only- remains to be praft tfed c 

Tq .which I drifwer, you are here-, 
ih miftaifcehjFori as hath fccenjal- 
rcady .luatoifeil , laYitv^Qv^o^W^^ 




u pon believets as fuch, being an G 
finance of Ghrift, is ftill in force f 
their obedicncej and therefore cap 
bic CO be pradifed. 

2 . Whereas you fay , that th 
laying on of hands upon believers j 
fuch J hath not been capable of pn 
(ftife for many hundred of years } 

I AnfwcTj it is very true ; but let 
conftdcr whac's the Rcafon that th 
Ordinance otChrift was notcap; 
ble to be pra6tifed , is not the fam 
why other Ordinances of Chrii 
were uncapable ofpraftifejwas i 
not becaufe of that confiifion , o 
Myfteryoflniquity, thathathlon! 
reigned, and doth to this day? 
'3.1 anfwer , if the jpromife o 
God, which is the end or this Ordi 
nance •( to wit, laying on of hand 
upon believers as fuch,) be nov 
made good upon his people , thei 
they are capable of this Ordinance. 
But the promife of God is ftU 
made good unto his people, A£is », 



5 8. it being made unto them : for 
<^hrift is the fame Yefterday^to day, 
dnd for ever 5 and his Word, yea and 
Amen. Likewife this Ordinance 
■was the way or means through 
which God made good his promife, 
-as is[dainlyfeen5-rffl^f 8.17.& 19.6^ - 

Therefore I conclude, they are ca- 
pable of this Ordinance : and there- 
tore neither doth this Argument of 
yours, ferve the plirpofe you bring 
"it to. 

5 . Your fifth Argument ; becaufe 
this laying on of hands (to wi/ijupon 
officers) concerns the whole Churdi> 
^hich is neceflary a principle 
Ihould do ; but the other do not con- 
cern the whole, as I have (hewed. 

To which I anfwer, 

I ., That there are many things 
^at do fcontern the whole Church 
fDf Chrift , which are no principles 
«f the foundation j as for Inftance, 
breaking of Bread, with many other 
4yties^ (which njJ^^^^ WxatxA^N 
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QBiTaJtlic whokbody a: 

v'But Iprayjhowdc 

*meht make it to app 

'oneoftbeprinciplcsi 

yyhich if your ArgunK 

it (hould do. •• 
i do grant J that lay: 

opon officers , dot 
jwjaple body j ( and ^1: 
Jjaving appoim«d this 
inhishoule^or^ttin 
for office. Nipw tV 
derj. the Church of < 
iriaintainj and this 



believefe as fiich , doth concern the 
whole body 5 yc9, every parti<niUit 

member thereof 3 as "the pf inci^^k^ 
Heb.6.2. and that as they are Bafcies 
iti Chf ift I which the other in this 
fence doch not j bnt to fomc panicu- 
lafs, who are ftrong ntien^as is befewc 
minded ^ thoiigh of concernments 
ithewhole. : 

3. Wheteas you fay, you Kav« 
fhewed how the other doth hot 
concern the whole , you may by 
what I have faid^ plainly fee yoiar 
riiillalce^Cwhich I wifh the Lord maf 
{hew unto you, ) for laying on^ of 
hands Upon believers, as fuchj^doth 
cDncern the wholt body, not only as 
A principle, but as the pf inciplci as 
is before difcovered. . : I ^ 

But you have a fe^mihg Rcafoflto 
^roveyoiir Arguftient, which is, bc- 
caufe every mettibef is bound to live 
under the -^vernttient ; of i the 
Churchy -and to be obedient to tt^fcc 
officers y ro whom tVve t^Jio^ *^^ cas^ 



iXDiidufion-: bectule i 
duty to maintain comi 
the Church in breaki 
doth it therfore follow 
of: Bread is a fbundati 

Thus you may feqtl 
your. Reafons 5 whicl 
ptov€ laying on of hai 
tons to office^ to be tfa 
principles Heb.6.i. 

. As for your Phrafi 
ofiiands uppn jpcrfons 
it holds forth the Gov 
Church t 1 fliaU not i 
tcr the debate tbercol 



^s chey ate laid down > Jteh.f.ii 

I Aflfwet, that hcf e a^ain yon arfe 
miflaken: ht layinjg oii: of hands ri{)- 
on perfdns to officcii is no foundaci* 
on-rprinciplti y jas I :havc already 

And therefore what the principle 
is w6 contend for ^ which is ind^ 
thai in order there laid down; I (hall 
further clear unto yoii by this Argil- 
tnent. 

That which was adminiftred n^ 
inorda after Baptifme^ is the foun- 
dation-principle; But laying tm of 
hands upon believeiis Baptized , as 
fuch>was adminiftred neact in order 
after Baptiflne ; and therefore the 
foundation-principle > as it is laid 

I. That it was kdminiftred next 
in order after Baptiiine^is very plain 
ftom Aas9. I7.and t9;6.^\\htit 
whefl cbey were Baptized ^ they had 
hands laid upon thttn: and in this 
very, order it is laid down ^ in Het. 



' -Aid fo in ihe, next til 

wfth: you, that Bdptifitte 
<>ffrPf -hands it'-necefliiry 
and orderly Church-coi 
auewbereasyou'fay, Bap 
ta:admit bclicversinto di 
(tffyou mean ft) as to j 
members of thie body,^ theii 

jiy^it.j for their;additic 
Church , followed after t 
tiftne , as I have fully pro^ 
book, C in Anfwer to an O 
foHowjng my fecond Real 

tor thf" nrn^f i-,r ►v;„ i._-.i 



ffeK6,U Jkh: which" you inftance 

nrighti^ -> 1 =-;--^ -\ ^' - ' * 

</</?/ir J^ I fear you- t>elAg ^fi^^^nudh . 
learned in thefemens JtidgelneMS^ 
makes. yo$ the ^efs knowihgvift the 
Scriptarets. ' -•- -> • / - '* 
2 J Had you hAdcftifficicWTeftl- 
tnony fia>r what' you faid firefth*thc 
Scripture , as in your Reafons you 
pretend to have^ thfe(i whstt need you 
Liiftance diefe merts*|udgeffieiits; 
Linlds«y(^a did'thl^-y (^s I thit^ 
^ou do not 3 ) ' that what they-f]f)ail:e 
vereOracles ? and thiif^ic , * /• 
3* Dothnot this dl^^nfevjin fcmtt 
neafiice, thcvif eaknefs bf^youe ft*a!- 
cxis or arguiqent^ -befer^ nrid^ed > 
br what in this Chapter you Have 
tflSrmed ? Surcly-ii^y thisyouf -af- 
[umcncs ¥W|:e not good^'tnat-^ytiiu 
auft f un to thefe MtHs Judgeiti^nt^; 
Lfid 1> wondtt ^ i yiiSM hjiVing rccor- 
led thisTeftimaiiy foe -^cmt ^a^"^ 
ic/if i[i7©Hr fchic4Cftiaoifct i^ ^^^ 



„ov«f«r_-„o,, did !>"' -I tteett 



be tried by». Jind.iAHbQf.lDen^; IwigCT 
inencs $,;^<i thefofer-^ now iiK>^«|er. 

what I have fpok^y ii^M try^hy 
thp Seripbres,; j)(i4 th$:t>prd h^n 
a ^leat diCifOvery df his tnith,in wht^Xf 
I have iK>\y written « ;a<id makeiyS^U' 
rcn{ibie:)j^herein--ypii^ have ;Wren^d.> 
the good :VVoixl<tfrthc.LoEd, £<(«»: 
the proj^jjntttrHQilacJhiing tfcf ««f:: 

and (q iftiiliU^pijQCjccdillQffqii^ fotiflDb: 
and laft.Cbaptef : . • . i;, .■.^. , , .j l ._ 

• ^_^ v.* ' • ^ 

Yoiir 4^ Cbaprq^ i.- which doch 
contaifb occordrng^^rdur miftaken 
Jt/bigemem > diac^he^ laying^ cm itsf 
mnd9>{^ft£Uled by fomc in thefe>6ur 
dayes/y. QH: aU Bapiiz^d ixdievdrs^ 
was oeyer inflmitBa) comoiandc^joi} 
praftifed^ by Chriftor hisr Apoiftlesv 
in all th^ Kew TeftvninG. ' • ^ 
- . And bcreinj fey you; doth Ke«b^ 
ftrefs of thisrcoDtr6?brfic^ whkh 
doth iQgc^fion this your writings to 
undcoeivc 1 and reduce nthofe who 



wUl well cbnfider of wha 
written in Anfwer to your b 
in the difcovery I :have mft 
cocding to the meafure of 
hk\t received ) i& thb bocA 
tttrtlt of Cjirkt , -before he 
you too confidently have 
done) pafs Judjgement ui 
truth: die Lord givq jdu' t^i 
wo^ repent ^ieftv<uM 
on in^ labouring to turn p( 
afidcfromtbisitiruth, ory 
of the Lord^'and'ib-iodec 
(sdjace: thofeThat aienaiiftat 
belief of voub Ives. "^ i - 



Oh ! how little therein you have fa- 
voured of grace 3 and how miich the 
vanity of your niinde is difcovered, 
in feeking to poflfcfie' the hearts of . 
poor Souk, with that which is riot : 
and therefore I may truly fay ( in 
ftead of what you ff^ak of us, ) that 
you fpcak eviil of the things you 
Know not > and call that a foundati- 
on-princrple, which by yourargu-^ 
ments J6u prove not .; Neither hive 
^bu thcleaft wordbf Jtarrdrit for iri 
iri all the New Teha^mdnt* *' ■ " \ 
VBut now to make go6d your afler- 
ti6h-5'^which is the grtf&nd'bjF your 
4. Chapter ,i you have framed this 
5ylk)gifme. 

Thit '>4^hich hath n6t one vvord of 
iriftitutioi^ 3 or cbiiimarid for it , in 
iall the New Teftamentj, is no Ordi- 
Bancfe of Chrift ; but will-worlhip 
and Supepftitioh; ^ ^ ' ^ 

But this laying on of haijds on all 
Bap tiz^' believers 3 hath riot one 
v^ordpfiidtitut iorii^jfc- cc«x\tcv^vv?i\ci^ 



(170) 
ir, in all the New Teftamcnt j ther 
fore 3 no Ordinance of Chrift , bi 
will-worftiip and fuperftition. 

To whichlanfwcrj thatpradi 
wliichhath not one word (Minftici 
tion or conimand; for it , in all tl 
New Teftamcnt , ( I do ^ant) 
wil]-w'or(hip and 5upcrftiqpp,", 

But that laying on of hands upc 
believers Bapttzcaasfuch , tswid 
out inftitution or command froi 
Chrift i this I do deny, the.contrar 
being already made to appear, boc 
in my anfwer to your book, afidal 
fo before, in what I have written i 
ray Book : and therefore it is nc 
your faying of what we doalcag( 
( wherein you mindc Scripturcsw 
mindc not in this particular cafe, 
that will prove there is not ; Neitht 
your fence and interpretations yo 
put upon thofe Scriptures .we di 
aleage. ,i 

I wiftiyou'wouldconfider, hov 
7011 have wtcftcd chofeScriptyr« 



(170 
which h^ve *b^n minded for the 

proof X)fd*is truth, (to wit , layr 
ing on of hands upon believers Bap^ 
tizcdas/fuch ) and fii by your wilcs> 
if poffible, the truth of .God out of 
ourhands* 

I wondcryou Anfwer not the Ar- 
guments layd down by fome for the 
proof of this (to wit, that we have 
a command for laying on of iiands) 
asibrmftance : . 

DoCtot Cham^erUininhis difputc 
with Mr. Kiffir/y in the i6. page of 
his book , faith he; For a command, 
M^ b*^c. it in Mat.^ 2.8. 20^ Fdr 
whatfoever is a Dodrine of the 
Apoftto y is; the 1 Command of 
' Cltfift* But impofition of hands 
is a I^odrine of the Apofties. 

The minor is granted by you, in 
your firftAffertion^ where you fay, 
you grant it is a Doftrine or princi^ 
pie } but not to be praAifed : andthe 
Text doth alfonumbtt vt^^ssK^jwi^ 

^ Do£^n^ and iff )»cv\ 




The Major is the very w 
the Text : Tt ashing themu 
all things i Tvh*ifoever I have C- 
(ied you ; unlefs ffaith be) y 
deny that Doftrine is Teachi 
that the Apoftks taught wh 
wcnmotcoHunandcd, asfon 
prefumpmoufly aifirmed ;^ 

This argument was indea> 
(yet not ill the leaft anfwerc 
Mr, Perry j as you may lee 
2? page of hisBookofanira 
fions. 

2. You may alfofeeMr. G 
Arguments , one of which '. 
name, why this is fo. 

Bccaufej faith he, the Apofl 
adminifter fuch a thing on * 
believers as fuch, j4Bs^.i; 
19.6. Now faithhc, either tl- 
adminifter it , upon the acct 
Ghrifts Requirement , comm 
injundion , or upon an acc( 
[heirown. 

But irwasnotu^iM'aw 



theiir own 5 therefore it was upon 
the account of Chriffs Requircmentj 
command or injundion. Tliis he 
^oveS) as you may fee inthefixth 
page of his book in anfwer to Mr;^ 
Harrifon : this was never that I know 
rfanfwcred by any of' you; with 
mainy more he layes down in his 
Dook of the fix principles. 

Surely, you could not be ignorant 
>f thofe Aliments } and therefore 
low you could retain this Objefti- 
tij when it hath been by fuch Ar- 
umenct refuted^ and yet not take 
otice of thofe Arguments, fo as to 
nfwer them^ I know not. 

3. You may likewife fee what Mr 
mamwritcsj in the 10, 11, 12, 13. 
ind i4pageofhisbook3 (it being 
^ anfwer to Mr. Paul. Hoi fo^^ and to 
1 is very Objedion.) 
4* Amongft the reft j for further 
itnefs herein , I (hall refer you to 
rbat I have written in anfwer to 
^is vcry.Ob|eition> laid down and 



(as he luclHaiB3H'WHy*« 
findc you oppofing thtt 

ofhishoufe. Andfurth* 
the Lotd may keep yot 
teimwitio.m:( which to< 

Tubfcft CO tiininto) K> 
truth is difplsiycdij^efeii 

tvar thfcrcwith , ijides 

There teing little lO 

i more then fi:ivGdous4ifc 

I te«e^iods,«idutifavoi 

n focccheJ i:^»»fch do 

^' Sttcrncfsaftheimndc! 



i 
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only fhaU obferve iotAc few things; 

. u . You labour to darken the 
truth5and that with your flighting of 
thofe things that have been written 
in the yincucatiot) theteof^ and thofe 
Scriptures which have been affir- 
med by thofe that have written 3 
thereby feeking to polfcfs the minds 
of people with an underilanding 
from fevetal Scriptures , as if they 
were pUrs j but is indeed your own 
imagination 5 that thereby you 
might hinder the ptbceedingbf this 
truth amongft the people of ^od. 

And therefore I do affirm 3 that 
what hath, been affirmed ( by any of 
uSj ) from thofe Scriptures 3 doth 
ftill ftand good to what they were 
intended 5 and ate true witneffes in 
this cafe for the proof of this truth. 

And when by thofe perfons that 
fhall duly weigh and confider the 
matter you have written 3 with the 
anfwer theretmto 3 (without preju- 
dice of Spii'i t jbut witK los^ v^^^^ 
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God, to findeout his truths) tfity 
will cafily fee your ctrOOt herein, 
and that in this matter we have not 
(as your felves have done,) handled 
the Word of God deceitfully, ^Ctfti 
2. 17. and 4. 2. 

2, You fay, that we fay youaie 
Babes ; taking that as matter of g«»t 
difdain ;but tiowlike ChiWrenyfl* 
doand haveaded, I do believe will 
be cafiiy fccn , by thofc who liave 
their eyes open. 

3. And whereas you fay , we are 
much at lofs about the end of this 
Ordinance, and fo by this would 
caft duft into the eyes of pcrfons, to 
blind ihcmtlic more: 

I Anfwcr , that if thcfe be any 
that doth affirm this or that, or a 
third thing, to be the end of this Ot- 
dinancc ; yet I hope you will grant 
us the fame liberty 10 come to (he 
knowledge of this truth , you your 
felves take to attain the highth ofop- 
poiiiion aaainft if.'\stV\Wi'w3tdLi\'i- 



_ your fdves^ in your op- . | 

ig of ur? what's the Reafonsthat 
affirm one thing y Mr. K0h 
»er 3 and Mr. HarrifoninxltMA } 
Wdrrifon he faiths it is lading on 
inds for healing is the principle^ 
6. 2. Mr. Xiffiny he faith, 
fl&ng the end oi chat we praftife) 
it was only difpenfcd for the 
irmation ot the udpeh I could 
rou 3 that others who do oppofe 
» fay. Not the pradife otlaying 
f hands, isthetbundation*prin* 
: ; but the effefts of kyingon of 
is y >^ich is as falfe , zi;4 ^^ 
ds unfound : and youaftcr alls 
m layirg on of hands upon 
bns toomce, tobethefounda*' 
•principle, Heb.6.2. (which 
)t fo ) therefore confider , who 
lore at lofs then your felves. 
lember what is written,and take 
d cognizance of yoxu: books you 
s written agaitift us , and the 
h:furely your oppoiition is mucb. 



^ 






U7S, 

bpjghtbened , by tnc bitten 
yoqr Spirit againft us ; bec« 
cpLmotdeny this Word of the 
yifQare conicioyspfi Not, b 
;ti}e B^Aiops did pradife it , (. 
,l^;^edo.i ) bu[ becaufc we f 
vir?jttefl , asthqt whkh Ghri 
lus Apoftles ia>ight , and tha 
Vi^ni^k bclicvcrs|jas luth w.ea 

. i.yvjM't !thp»gli fonw:. « 
Us, (though I know not <i»f 
(hould unoerftand die Ewraor 
ry gifts ofrhc Holy Spirit to I 
cmipfthis Ordinance, whcrcii 
fliould be deceived with your ft 
doth this make voyd the trt 
God ?. God forbid. 

Welcpowj thatthc fixtraord 
gifts, ofthc Holy Spirit , did & 
the preaching of the VVOTd, a 
was a ffiut of that, Ordinanc 
well as layii^ on of hands ; bui 
proper end, of neither of then: 
there no gifts of thcSpiritot * 




(ifn . . .. .. 

nihkh;jielievers ilien didi- MJdo 

Kw:reteiv»a«otdingtothe()f^)iAM( 
rf: Gdl :j,buc fceli »sdt^^vcp?iiatf 
E«trjii>niiiiafym«ni)i*iv Surclrtft* 
larenoti&f ihere-ishbt. -'i ■ ■'■"■■' 
But I (hall ka<id«llU^«tld'<Ul^^»i^ 
itde ijoticr«s.poflikkj*f thtfratncs 
jf ^urSpitits, whiohatrtsUVftol 

i^infti'tniihi: irti tdiWdid'-Afliifti^ 
liid roidteodloiB y tht'Mini;!!iy[Us 
thereof. ■ - ^ ■" 

The ground whereof, jconccive 
is ) becaufe we <:anti^c-ott)hiuiiicate 
with;yoU'>;who rttjcftaiiddcny this 
teaching tifGhriftiiand Btln^jbui 
own wirh thencw^bhtcitedopini* 
OBofDoaorGitoJWitiibtHettJtith'i! 
*c»in thereof iJiiutithSiieh-KiM'afi 
plearedlO'&ys ehlJwbcftftfecJ 
inent isMhd Cottifttctn pfa ycr book, 
-jcc wc.wQuld givii yOu to,!«\6wi^k 
we haveanxJrejuK Vyijrdjiffio- 
phtfic<».A».i.ij/idWiWmeft-feiJi 
the wartt(^aucI^Mi$'^fL'ei><^^s 






J; forbid V0~ *!^iS^olto^$ 




s^K^.2srx«««*y! 
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the,4eftruftion of the truth and wAy 
oiCodj who alwayo irips up die 
£lUin«> ( if chnc DC any ) inany 
podr lotii j dieitby to diihooonr jana 
caft dirt iipon the face of truth?or 

2. ts it) bfedAiife as you fay 9 we 
deny yoii Communion ? why confi- 
dcr» is it not upon the fame ground 
that you yoiir felvcs have denycd 
others ? aniteti^ not you dealt with 
fomc poor fouls, who have been con- 
vinced of this truth , and for truths 
fake^tn duty towards God, have been 
obedient theretinto? 

Surely to Withdraw from thofe, 
who deny truths and turn their 
backs Apon truth ^ is from a better 
tinder^anding > and is more agtee- 
able to the minde of God^ , then 
to withdraw; from* poor fouls^ who 
are follOwefs of truth : The firft 
is ours j the fecond your pta&ife ; 
the Lord he is Judge , and will cer- 
tainly- Judge be wettv>a&^ TOA.tMiw-, 
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Ties End. 
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